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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London;” Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 296. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 


Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” 





Samples. 








Date. Page. 





Phosphate from Natal os = Apr., 1909| 228 
Woollen Sashes (“ Kushaks ) sold in Turkey rhe oe " 15th ,, 109 
Candelilla Plant and Wax produced therefrom in ween - - 135 
Blanket required by Norwegian Naval Authorities “| 25th Mar. ne 556 
Cloth, stated to be of Austrian make, sold at Monastir . | 18th 510 
‘Court Plaster (German) and Paper (Dutch), both bearing | 

British Royal Arms, sold in Spain ‘ -| 25th Feb., — ,, 371 
Woollen Blanket required by Egyptian Prisons Department | ss ‘ 358 
Standard Fair Average Quality Western Australian | | 

Wheat of 1908-9 ‘ pan ‘a id ei 389 
‘*‘ Vegetable” Asbestos produced in Chungking eee = “ig 24th Dec., 1908 | 620 
Silk from Wild Cocoonsin Manchuria ... ove ooo | ATER os ~ 574 
“ Machetes” sold in Panama aed 2 ie = 546 
Cardigan Jackets and * Shal” sold at Diarbekir . e | 10th on 494 
Rice and Cotton from Bolivia one cee oot | | 12th Nov. i. 333... 


99 








** Particulars are given on p. 295 eeaenieie the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 

Trade Enquiry Offices have been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Governments of the Dominion of Canada 
and of Queensland. A list of Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices will 
be found on p. 296. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

The Directors of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 

are prepared to receive, up to noon on 11th 
Tools and Stores. May, tenders for the supply of miscellaneous 

tools and stores. Tenders must be made on 
forms, copies of which, with specifications, can be obtained at the 
offices of the company, Gloucester House, 2, 3, and 4, Bishopsgate . 
Street Without, London, E.C., at a cost of 21s. each, which will 
not be returned. The Directors do not bind themselves to accept. 
the lowest or any tender. 
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Openings for British Trade. 
BRITISH INDIA—continued. 
The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company are 
| prepared to receive tenders for the supply of 
Railway Stores. the following stores, namely :—Sheffield tools, 
&c., fencing and signal wire strand, wire gauze, 
sieves, &c., india rubber sheets, &c., grindstones. Specifications 
and forms of ‘tender may be obtained at the Company’s Offices, 
48, Copthail Avenue, London, E.C., on payment of the fee for the 
specification, which payment will not be returned. Tenders must 
be delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to the Secretary, 
marked “ Tender for Sheffield Tools, &c.,” or, as the case may be, not 
later than 11 a.m., on 13th May. ‘The directors do not bind them- 

selves to accept the lowest or any tender. 











CANADA, 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
amaer Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Enquiries Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence further 

a information regarding them may be obtained :— 
HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A Coventry firm manufacturing cycles and automobiles wish to 
get into touch with Canadian dealers in these machines. 

A London firm manufacturing glaziers’ diamonds of every des- 
cription, tube and shade cutters, &c., wish to open up business in 
Canada. 

A London firm are anxious to secure the agency of one or two 
reliable Canadian cheese and butter exporters. 

A firm of merchants in London would like to get into touch 
with Canadian firms who might be open to import supplies of 
Australian frozen rabbits. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A firm at Montreal desire to obtain the agency of some United 
Kingdom manufacturers of neckwear, underwear, hosiery, jewel- 
lery, &c. 

- Montreal firm wish to represent United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of laces of all kinds, embroideries, linens, all kinds of fancy 
goods, such as ornaments, hat pins, belts, leather goods; or any lines 
which cater to the wholesale dry goods trade, large departmental 
stores, jewellers, milliners, &c. 

A firm in the Maritime Provinces wish to be placed in touch 
with United Kingdom importers of pine doors, house finishings, &c. 

A Montreal correspondent is desirous of obtaining the agency of 
a United Kingdom firm manufacturing woollens, worsteds and 
serges ; also wool and cotton linings. 

A Montreal correspondent wishes to obtain samples from United 
Kingdom manufacturers of low-priced worsted goods. 
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CANADA—continued: 
A Montreal firm wish to get into touch with United Kingdom 
buyers of woollen rags. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 

* * * * 

The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London company manufacturing razor strops, brush and razor 
cases and various leather toilet goods seek responsible Canadian 
resident agents. 

A firm manufacturing ovens and various classes of machinery for 
bakers seek suitable Canadian resident agents to introduce their 
specialities. 

A firm acting as export agents for a number of manufacturers of 
provisions and groceries wish to appoint agents in the leading 
Canadian cities. 

A Scottish manufacturing firm would be pleased to receive 
samples and quotations of salted pig skins from Canadian shippers. 
CANADIAN ENQUIRY. 

A manufacturers’ agent and commission merchant in St. John, 
New Brunswick, wishes to secure the representation of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of oilcloths of all kinds. 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Railway Plant. ‘See notice on p. 280. 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


An enquiry has been received by the Representative in London 
of the Commonwealth of Australia from a 





i co q London firm who are desirous of appointing an 
3 aati agent in Australia for the sale of a new patent 


haircloth and canvas. 

Communications referring to the above should be addressed to 
the Representative in London of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
72, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. 


The “Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” of 20th March 
Electrical announces that tenders will be received at the 
Material office of the Deputy Postmaster-General, 

: Brisbane, for the supply and delivery at the 

Stores Branch of the Post Office Department, at Brisbane, of— 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA—continued. 


(1) Cable, protectors, cast-iron pipes, stoneware duct and copper 
wire ; tenders will be received up to noon on 18th June; 

(2) Insulators, copper wire, &c., and ironwork ; tenders will be 
received up to noon on 21st June. 

Tenders, endorsed “Tender for —” (as the case may be), 
must be addressed to the Deputy Postmaster-General, Brisbane. 





The “ Gazette” also announces that tenders will be received at 
the office of the Deputy Postmaster-General, 
Switchboard, &c. Melbourne, until 3 p.m. on 14th September, 
1909, for the supply and delivery, at the Post 
Office, Hawthorn, Victoria, of eight sections of a common battery 
switchboard and subscribers’ apparatus. 
Tenders must be endorsed “Tender for Hawthorn common 
battery switchboard and subscribers’ apparatus,” and must be 
addressed to the Deputy Postmaster-General, Melbourne. 


The ‘‘ Gazette” of 27th March announces that tenders will be 
received at the office of the Deputy Postmaster- 

Switchboard. General, Sydney, up to 2.80 p.m., on 29th 

September, 1909, for the supply, delivery, and 
erection of a branching multiple magneto switchboard, at the 
Edgecliff Telephone Exchange, in accordance with specification 
No. 247. 

The work must be tendered for in accordance with schedule, 
New South Wales, E.E. 128/08, and the country of manufacture 
and the shortest time in which the articles could be delivered 
must be stated. Preference will be given to tenderers complying 
most closely with the department’s requirements for early delivery. 

Tenders, endorsed *‘ Tenders for Switchboard, Edgecliff,” must be 
addressed to the Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney. 

With each tender a deposit, or receipt for deposit, must be 
enclosed of 5 per cent. on the amount thereof up to 1,000/., and 
2} per cent. on the amount over that sum. 


The “ Gazette” also announces that tenders will be received at the 
Coin office of the Deputy Postmaster-General, Mel- 
‘A atieindnte bourne, until 3 p.m. on 29th June, 1909, for 
—— the supply and delivery of 50 coin attachments, 
suitable for coins of different values. 
Tenders, endorsed ‘‘ Tender for 50 Coin Attachments,’ must be 
addressed to the Deputy Postmaster-General, Melbourne. 


Tender forms, specifications, &c., may be obtained, and pre- 
liminary deposits paid, at the Commonwealth Offices in London, 
72, Victoria Street, S.W. Copies of the Specifications may be 
seen by British firms interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 
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NATAL. 
Agricultural 
Machinery and See p. 285. 
Implements. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


An enquiry has been received at the London Chamber of Commerce 
from a London firm who desire to act as 


a cial shippers of general merchandise to, and to 
aquiry. receive raw products on consignment from, the 
West Indies. 


Communications referring to the above should be addressed to 
the London Chamber of Commerce, Oxford Court, Cannon Street, 
E.C. 





DOMINICA, 


The Canadian Trade Commissioner in Barbados states, in a recent 
; ; report, that a new company has been formed, 
ae with a capital of 50,0000. ref over a conces- 
_ sion for the construction of a light railway in 
Dominica which will render valuable the enormous quantities of 
hardwood and other timber with which the interior of the island 
is covered. The route proposed for the railway is from a point on 
the leeward shore of the island, south of the Layou River and along 
the Layou valley to a point near Besanville, 13 miles inland. 





SWEDEN. 
The “Postoch Inrikes Tidningar” (Stockholm) of 20th April 
contains an announcement to the effect that a 
Railway Plant. Swedish Parliamentary Committee have recom- 
mended that a sum of 7,061,246 kronor 
(392,000/.) be granted for the railway extensions from Marjirv 
to Lapptrisk, Bastutrisk to Skelleftea and Kallholmsfjirden, 
Ostersund to Stréms, and Jirna to Norrképing. 





DENMARK. 
H.M. Consul at Copenhagen (Mr. L. C. Liddell, M.V.O.) reports 
nee that tenders are invited for the supply to the 

Steel Wire Danish State Telegraph Department of 35,000 

kilogrammes of iron wire, of 4°5 mm. diameter, 
and 20,000 kilogrammes of steel wire of 3 mm. diameter. Tenders 
should be marked “Tilbud paa Jaern og Staaltraad,” and should 
reach Telegraf-direcktoratets tekniske Afdeling, Vesterbrogade 42, 
Copenhagen, before noon on the 10th May. 

A copy of the conditions and specification (in Danish) may be 
seen by British makers on application at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 
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GERMANY. 

According to the “ Frankfurter Zeitung” of 29th April, the 
Railwa Government of Wiirttemberg have included in 
Speci wine d this year’s budget a sum of 13,375,000 marks 
——— (about 646,000/.) for the construction of various 
branch railways. Details are also given regarding arrangements 
which have been made for the doubling of various lines and for 

other railway work. 

The “ Frankfurter Zeitung,” containing further particulars of the 
above, may be seen by British firms interested at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 


The following particulars of possible openings for British trade 
in German East Africa have been received from Mr. Vice-Consul 
Young :— 

Cotton goods (36,996/.) made up over 72 per cent. of the direct 
imports from the United Kingdom in 1907. 
Cottons. This trade would appear to be capable of 
expansion, especially in those articles which 
form the clothing of the natives. German East Africa possesses 
a@ growing native population, which at present numbers 
some eight or ten millions; of this number only a small 
minority, chiefly on the coast, at present wear clothing of 
European manufacture. The tribes of the interior, however, 
are yearly being brought more into touch with European 
civilisation, and it has been remarked that the -first outward 
sign of this contact is the adoption of the cotton clothing which 
has been long worn by their more civilised fellow natives on 
the coast. In this connection it may be observed that the taste of 
the native is a very critical one; he is guided chiefly by con- 
siderations of cheapness, and by what are to the European eye, 
startling colours and grotesque patterns. 


Scotch whisky is an article of import which is gaining in favour 

with the European population of German East 

Whisky. Africa. It is never likely entirely to supplant 

beer and Rhine wines in popularity with the 

German residents in the towns, but it has become the staple 

beverage in stations in the interior and on “safari.”* Even 

in the remotest posts and isolated settlements a bottle of Scotch 
whisky is generally forthcoming. 

Large quantities of corrugated iron were required in 1906 

to repair the up-country stations which were 

Corrugated Iron. destroyed during the rebellion, and it is being 

largely employed to repair the native roofs, 


* Safari means a cross-country journey or trek. 
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GERMAN EAST AFRICA—continued. 


which are generally composed of “‘ makuti,” or dried palm leaves. 
What the buildings thereby undoubtedly lose in picturesqueness 
they gain in increased security against fire. The United Kingdom 
supplied corrugated iron to the value of over 2,000/. in 1907. 


Cement, which at present comes chiefly from Germany, will be 

required in enormous quantities during the next 

Cement. few years for construction work on the railway 

extensions. In fact, it is one of the chief 

complaints of the engineers in charge of the work that the supply 
of cement is not nearly equal to the demand. 


The chief general iron goods imported from the United Kingdom 
are iron bars, chains, tools, and hoes. Hoes 
Hoes. are used by the natives everywhere in East 
Africa, and the trade in them should grow. 
It cannot, however, be emphasised too strongly that the 
great desideratum in all articles which are sold to natives is 
cheapness. The native does not stop to consider whether one 
hoe is likely to last longer than another. He has unfortunately 
‘ broken his old one, and is compelled, much against his will, to 
buy another ; he will therefore purchase that one which will leave 
him the greatest surplus of cash for expenditure on bodily 
comforts. This point should be borne in mind by British manu- 
facturers, for, although it is admitted in many cases that British 
goods are more durable, the lower price of the German article 
prevails upon the hesitating native purchaser. 


There should be an opening for machinery used in the separation 
of fibre. The machines already in use on 

Fibre Machinery. the sisal plantations are chiefly of American 
manufacture. 





NETHERLANDS (SUMATRA). 


The “ Straits Budget” of 8th April reports that the Netherlands 
India Government are taking steps to open a port 


' Harbour t for ocean-going ships at Deli(on the North-east 
"eben! coast of Sumatra), which is situated near the 


petroleum-yielding districts and is admirably 
placed for shipment purposes. The Acheen tramway and the Deli 
railway will be linked there, and the bay will be deepened at a spot 
suitable fora harbour. Dredging work is already being carried out 
in that quarter in the interests of the petroleum companies. The 
harbour scheme includes a jetty and godowns, besides other facili- 
ties. 

The head of the public works department in Java is shortly 
expected at Aru Bay to consider the improvements needed and to 
form an estimate of the cost. 
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FRANCE. 


The French “Journal Officiel ” of 27th April publishes four decrees 

Railwa authorising the Departments of the Ardennes, 

5 aioe * Loire, Rhéne and Var to contract loans, aggre- 

ai * - gating 20,264,500 francs (810,5800.), for the 

construction of various lines of railway and for permanent way 
improvements. 





SWITZERLAND. 


The “Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” (Paris) of 29th April 
, publishes the text of a French Consular report 
Hy ve on the development of hydro-electrical ie. 
takings connected with the utilisation of the 
Rhine waterfalls. It is estimated that from the waterfalls between 
Schaffhausen and Bale energy to the extent of 200,000 h.p. could 
be generated. ‘The report, which is of considerable length, gives 
particulars of existing and projected hydro-electrical installations 
both in Switzerland and in neighbouring countries, and concludes 
with a reference to the proposed formation in Mulhausen of a 
company with a capital of 43,000,000 marks (about 2,114,000/.) 
for the construction of reservoirs in the Vosges district, the object 
being to generate power for the use of industrial concerns in 
Mulhausen. 
The report in question may be seen by British firms interested 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 21st April contains a notice, issued 
toh a by the Direccién General de Obras Pablicas, 
= thang for the supply of 52 switches and crossings for 
— the Betanzos to Ferrol Railway (Province of La 
‘Corufia). The upset price is placed at 134,550 pesetas (about 
4,8001.), and a deposit of 1,346 pesetas (about 48/.), will be re- 
quired to qualify any tender. Plans and specifications may be 
seen at the Ministerio de Fomento, Madrid, and at the offices of 
the Civil Government of the Province of la Corufia. Tenders 
should be addressed either to the above-mentioned Ministerio, or to 
any of the Civil Governments of the Peninsula, and must reach 
their destination by 1 p.m. on the 18th May. 
Local representation is necessary. 
The “ Gaceta,” containing further particulars, may be seen by 
British makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 


of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, H.C. 
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SPAIN—continued, 


The same ‘ Gaceta” announces that Don Pablo de Garnica, on 
behalf of the Seville Collieries Company, 
wage 8 gsr Limited, has applied to the Direccién de Obras 
: Paiblicas, Madrid, for a concession for the 
construction and working of a steam tramway to run from the 
Penarroya Railway Station to the Valdeinfierno mines, and that 
a period of one month from the date of the “ Gaceta” is allowed 
for the presentation of competing offers at the above-mentioned 
Direccién, 
The “Gaceta” further notifies that the Compajiia General de 
Electric Tram Tranvias de Valencia have applied to the 
~  _Direccién de Obras Pfiblicas for a concession 
way Plant. for acted . 
or an electric tramway from Catarroja to 
Silla, and that a period of one month from the date of the 
‘““Gaceta” is allowed for the presentation of competing offers at 
the above-mentioned Direccién. : 


The ‘ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) of 1st May announces, on 
the authority of the Belgian Consul at Vigo, 
Automobiles. that there is every indication of a rapid develop- 
ment in the automobile transport business in 
Spain. It appears that in Catalonia alone fifteen lines, employing 
forty vehicles, have been established since last August, and a 
similar development is taking place in Galicia. In consequence of 
the satisfactory results obtained, there is every likelihood of a con- 
siderable extension of these automobile transport services, 
The ‘“ Bulletin” containing further particulars may be seen by 
British firms interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


ITALY: 


The ‘“‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale” (Rome) of 23rd April publishes a notice, 
issued by the Italian State Railways, inviting 
Railway Plant. tenders for the construction of the section of 
line from S. Fili to Rende 8S. Fili, the total 
length being 8,847 metres (about 54 miles). The upset price is 
placed at 1,076,000 lire (43,040/.), and the competition will turn 
on the percentage of reduction offered on that sum. To qualify 
any tender a provisional deposit of 55,000 lire (2,200/.) will be 
required, to be increased by the successful tenderer to 110,000 lire 
(4,4001.). Tenders, which will be opened at 10 a.m. on the 29th 
May, should be addressed to the Direzzione Generale delle Ferrovie 
dello Stato, servizio 1, Ufficio Contratti, No. 4 Via Ludovisi, Rome, 
and the envelope (registered) should bear the following inscrip- 
tion :—“‘ Offerta per asta: Tronco San Fili—Rende San Fili.” 
The ultimate award in respect of this contract will no dowbt involve 
the purchase of a substantial quantity of permanent way material, 
which may have to be obtained wholly or in part out of Italy. 
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ITALY —continued. 


The “ Gazzetta” of 29th April contains a notice to the effect that 

the Municipality of Leonessa invite tenders for 
Cast Iron Pipes. the supply and fixing of cast iron pipes for 

carrying water from the springs of Sambuchi to 
Leonessa. The upset price is placed at 64,101 lire (about 2,560/.), 
and to qualify any tender a deposit of 4,000 lire (160I.) will be 
required, to be increased by the successful tenderer to 10 per cent. 
of the accepted contract price. ‘Tenders, which will be opened at 
11 am. on 29th May, should be addressed to the ‘“‘ Ammini- 
strazione Comunale, Municipio di Leonessa,” Italy, where also 
specification and conditions may be obtained. 





AUSTRIA~HUNGARY 


The “ Oesterreichischer Zentral-Anzeiger ” (Vienna) of 29th April 
reports that the improvements to the harbour 
Harbour Works. of Rossawitz are to be commenced this year, 
and completed in three years. A sum of 

800,000 kronen (about 33,0001.) has been voted for this purpose. 





ROUMANIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) reports that there 

has been a steady import at Braila for several 

Tin Plates, &c. years past of tin plates, terne plates, black sheets, 

galvanised sheets, the imports of all these 

articles being on the increase, with the exception of black sheets, 

which are falling into disuse for roofing purposes, terne plates being 
found preferable. 


There are many teas on the Roumanian market irom Russia, 

Trieste and Hamburg, besides two well-known 

Tea. brands ‘of British firms. The lower classes 

drink a very common tea from Russia, and the 

Consul is informed that it would be extremely difficult to get them 

to drink any substitute, since they are uot only used to the taste but 

find the tea very economical, as they infuse it several times. The 

Consul is also informed that teas imported into Roumania should 

preferably be in tins, as they deteriorate in packets, especially if 
kept in stock for some months. 


H.M. Consul at Bucharest also reports the announcement in the 
Machin a “‘ Monitor Oficial” of 28th April of the grant 
. seme a of privileges under the industrial law to 

~~ (1) Karl Zimmer & Co.’s varnish, oil and paint 


or nats ig factory at Bucharest for the duty-free im- 
‘eee _ portation, for 15 years, of machinery, parts 
Earthenware and accessories; (2) the Societatea anonima 

Factory. pentru exploatarea de paduri (formerly P. & C. 


Goetz), of Bucharest, for a proposed sawmill 
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ROUMANIA—continued. 


at Nehoiu, Paltineni, Buzau, for the duty-free importation of 
machinery (25 items specified and weights given), granted for 
one year only, besides a general grant of duty-free‘ importation of 
machinery, parts and accessories, valid for 15 years; and (8) the 
Fabrica, de bazalt artificial si ceramica, Cotroceni, for the duty-free 
importation of 4,000 tons of fireclay ; 300 tons of bauxite; 30 tons 
of boric acid ; 30 tons of pure lead. oxide; 200 tons of Norwegian 
feldspar ; 100 tons of gypsum for china making ; ; 80 tons of black 
pigment; 400 tons of ‘fibrous crude asbestos. This privilege is 
granted annually. 


According to a report by the German Consul in Bucharest, the 
demand for all kinds of electrical machinery in 
Roumania is steadily increasing year by year. 
This is largely due to the opening up of new oil 
fields and new timber-producing sites, in connection with which 
industries electrical machinery is now used to a large extent. 


Electrical 
Machinery. 





TURKEY IN ASIA. 
Carbonate of Soda. See p. 267. 





MEXICO. 


The “ Diario Oficial ” of 6th April publishes a contract entered 
Railwa into between the Government and Mr. Leén 
heme R. Rasst, under the terms of which the latter 
is granted a concession to work, for a period of 
ninety-nine years, the railway from La Concepcién Capulac, in 
the State of Puebla, to Chachapa. The concessionaire is further 
granted a twelve months’ option to extend the railway in question 
to Amozoc. 





VENEZUELA. 


According to the “ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) of 1st May, 
Railway Plant the Belgian Legation at Caracas have forwarded 

aR fer Stock to the Belgian Department of Foreign Affairs 
ee 7 copy of the Venezuelan “ Gaceta Oficial” con- 
taining the text of a contract entered into between the Government 
and a private person, whereby the latter is permitted to work, for a 
period of ten years, the national, railway running between Santa 
Barbara and El Vigia, State of Mérida, a distance of nearly 38 
miles. It appears that the line is in very bad repair, and that a 
considerable quantity of rails as well as rolling stock will be 
required. 
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CHILE. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of 12th March publishes a decree accepting 

; _ the tender submitted by Messrs. Lezaeta and 

~~ ? Duran Brothers for the construction of the 

‘eslantaiaiien railway from Ancud to Castro at an estimated 

* cost of 2,095,000 pesos (about 157,125/.). The 

contractors engage to complete the line within three years from the 
date of the approval of the plans. 

The same “ Diario” contains another decree accepting the 
estimate of 1,194,402 pesos (about 89,5801.) submitted by Mr. 
Enrique Abbott for the construction of bridges and for the com- 
pletion of various sections of the Paloma to San Marcos railway. 





PARAGUAY:. 


The * Diario Oficial” (Asuncién) of 19th March publishes the 

terms of a resolution authorising the Ferro- 

Railway Plant. carril Central del Paraguay (Central Railway 

of Paraguay) to construct a branch railway 

from the station at Patifio to the Ipacarai lagoon, in accordance 
with the plans submitted. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


With reference to the notice on p. 204 of the “ Board of Trade 
; Journal” of 29th April relative to a call for 
Tank Wagons. tenders by the Argentine Director-General of 
Railways for the supply of 35 tank wagons, 
a copy of the specifications and conditions of tender has now been 
received from H.M. Legation at Buenos Aires. Tenders must 
reach the Direccién General de Ferrocarriles, Ministerio de Obras 
Piblicas, Buenos Aires, by 2 p.m. on 26th June. 





H.M. Legation have also forwarded :—(1) A copy of the specifica- 
tions and conditions of tender for the supply of 


Parts rm certain parts of dredgers and other craft to 
we hine replace worn-out portions; tenders must be 
ere: sent to the Direccién General de Contaduria, 


© 


Ministerio de Obras Pablicas, Buenos Aires, by 3 p.m. on 
2nd June; 

(2) A copy of the conditions of tender for the supply of certain 
machinery for the use of the workshops under the control of the 
Direcci6n General de Obras Hidrdéulicas, Buenos Aires; tenders 
are to be sent to the Direccién named by 3 p.m. on 23rd June. 


' The specifications and conditions for each of the foregoing 
contracts may be examined by British firms interested on applica- 
tion at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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EXHIBITION, 


GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 314 of the “ Board of Trade 
Seteenattiiens Journal” of 18th February last relative to an 
‘iinenaeiinal international aeronautical exhibition to be held 
Exhibition at at Frankfort-on-Main, the British Vice-Consul 
Frankforton. that city (Mr. C. W. Schwarz) has now 
Main ‘ forwarded some additional copies of the 
programme of the exhibition and forms of 
application for space, together with copies of a memorandum con- 
taining further information. 

The exhibition will be open from 10th July to 10th October, 1909. 
The exclusive right of forwarding parcels during the time of the 
exhibition within the exhibition grounds has been granted to the 
forwarding agents, Messrs. A. Altschiiler & Co., Frankfort-on- 
Main. The tariff of charges for transportis given in the 
memorandum, as also are the conditions under which free return 
of exhibits will be allowed on German railways. 

Copies of the programme and forms of application for space 
may be obtained, and the memorandum may be- seen, by British 
firms interested, on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE IMPERIAL 
| INSTITUTE. 


The Advisory Committee for the Imperial Institute met on the 
5th May at the offices of the Board of Trade, Lord James of. Here- 
ford, G.C.V.O., being in the Chair. There were also present Lord 
Allerton, Sir Francis Hopwood, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., Sir Cecil 
Clementi-Smith, G.C.M.G., Sir Thomas Elliott, K.C.B., Sir Alfred 
Bateman, K.C.M.G., Colonel Pitcher, and Mr. C. F. Rey (Secretary). 

Reports of the progress of the various Departments of the 
Imperial Institute during the first quarter of 1909 were submitted, 
and considered by the Committee. 

These reports showed that the Scientific and Technical Depart- 
ment had received 114 requests for investigations and had 
despatched 84, reports during the quarter, and that on the Ist April 
of the present year 192 investigations were in progress. 

The Public Exhibition Galleries were visited by 26,343 persons 
during the quarter, as compared with 19,285 during the correspond- 
ing quarter of 1908. 

Fresh Exhibits for these Galleries have been received from the 
West Indies, Natal, Transvaal, Rhodesia, Uganda, Sudan, Mauritius 

and Ceylon. 
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German East Africa.The following notes respecting methods 
of trade with German East Africa have been received from Mr. 
Vice-Consul Young :— 

There is no British merchant in Dar-es-Salaam. Most of the 
German firms there retail British-made goods, but it is said that, 
whereas they are content with a profit of two per cent. on German 
goods, they demand considerably more in the case of British goods. 

It should be borne in mind that the total length of railway at 
present opened in the whole of German East Africa amounts to 
little more than 220 miles, and that the transport of goods to 
and from the interior is still done very largely by native porters. 
Goods which are to be thus transported should be made up 
into packages not exceeding 60 to 65 lbs. in weight. This limit 
should be carefully observed, for, in the event of its being exceeded, 
it is quite probable that the native porter who starts out with it will 
cast his unwelcome load into the bush and decamp as soon as he 
gets beyond the range of European eyes. 

In view of the deteriorating effect of the tropical climate, goods 
exported to German East Africa, and especially those destined for 
the interior, should be very carefully packed, and special precau- 
tions should be taken against moisture. Packages are generally 
sewn up in gunny bags or wrapped in oilcloth, the latter being the 
safer course. 

Commercial Travellers.—With regard to commercial travellers, 
Mr. Young writes :— 

The surest and best means of securing a trade connection with 
German East Africa would seem to be for firms to despatch a 
representative. to the country itself, to examine the local conditions 
and requirements and to secure reliable agents. The expenses of 
such a journey, if made to include the neighbouring countries and 
Protectorates on the East Coast, should not be prohibitive, at any 
rate for firms in Bombay or South Africa. No special regulations 
govern the operations either of British or other commercial 
travellers in German East Africa. The conditions are the same 
for all. 


French West Africa and Portuguese Guinea,—H.M. Consul- 
General at Dakar (Major J. G. Baldwin) reports as follows regard- 
ing the conditions of trade in French West Africa and Portuguese 
Guinea :— 

French West Africa.—So far as the United Kingdom is concerned, 
it is difficult to see the direction in which any expansion in the 
market in French West Africa for manufactured goods can be 
looked for, except perhaps in the Ivory Coast and Dahomey, where 
differential duties do not exist. 

Cotton tissues were imported to the value of 1,286,000/. in 1906 
and 1,063,000/. in 1907, equal to 35 and 27 per cent. respectively 
of the total imports, and of these the United Kingdom’s share 
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was about one-half the total in each case. It would seem from the 
statistics available that manufacturers in France are doing their 
best to capture the trade, and proposals are now under considera- 
tion to assist them by a further differentiation of the tariff in their 
favour. It is questionable whether France could supply the 
market, however favourable the tariff might be; the purchasing 
power of the native, however, is strictly limited, and a high 
preferential tariff, although it might not increase French sales to 
any great extent, would have a serious effect upon those of the 
United Kingdom. 

With regard to raw material, the imports of coal from Wales will 
increase with the recognition by the lines of steamships running 
between Europe and South Africa of the advantages which the 
port of Dakar undoubtedly affords. 

Although detailed statistics for the year 1908 are not available, 
it is believed that the share of France in the total import trade 
was not less than 65 per cent. If, from the total amount, the 
value of coal and such articles as kola-nuts, tobacco, palm oil, coffee, 
&c., which are not produced in France, be deducted, the share of 
France in the competitive trade will probably prove to have been 
from 75 to 80 per cent. ‘This result is due to a 7 per cent. duty in 
favour of French manufactures, to the subsidies granted to French 
steamship lines, to an understanding that all material and 
machinery for public and military works are to be purchased in 
France, and no doubt also to the enterprise of firms in Bordeaux 
and Marseilles who have branches and agencies throughout the 
pags 

The German share of the trade shows a slight increase, but 
that of the United Kingdom a decrease. 

As regards the progress of German competition, it is due chiefly, 
no doubt, to the continued development of her steamship services 
and to the increased demand in Germany for the raw materials 
which West Africa produces. 3 

The difficulties which traders have to contend with in West 
Africa, are largely due to the climate and to the lack of facilities for 
transport and communication, but the latter are being overcome to 
an increasing extent by the construction of various lines of 
railways. 

In the Ivory Coast a decree, published in the latter part of 1908, 
will probably have the effect of increasing the sale of gunpowder in 
the colony. By the terms of the decree an annual tax of 5 frs. 
is imposed on trade guns. The object of the tax, which it is 
stated is purely a financial expedient, would evidently have been 
defeated, had the prohibition on the sale of gunpowder remained 
in force; the decree, therefore, authorises and encourages the sale 
of powder to the natives, and it is expected that the revenue will 
derive a still further benefit from the increased importation of this 


article. 
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Cotton goods accounted for 27 per cent. of the imports into the 
Ivory Coast in 1907, and the demand will increase with the 
development of the colony. The same may be said with regard to 
soap, which was imported to the value of more than 8,000l. m 
1907. 

There may be a demand for mining machinery and material in 
the near future; prospecting and working licences are being 
taken out in increased numbers and the construction of the rail- 
way through the forest belt should materially assist the develop- 
ment of the mining industry. 

Grand Bassam holds a very large proportion of the trade of the 
Ivory Coast, and if, as is proposed, the three lagoons be connected 
by canals (thus concentrating the greater part of both import and 
export trade at Bassam and doing away with the numerous small 
ports along the coast), Bassam will become a very important town. 

The trade, like that of the whole of the coast, is suffering from a 
slump after a run of prosperous years, caused by the bad markets 
in Europe for the produce which the colony exports, and also by the 
system of credit which was started in the good years. This credit 
system has now been discontinued as much as possible, the small 
returns now obtained not being sufficient to cover the loss by 
dishonesty. 

The native of the country appears to require principally cotton 
goods, grease and pomades of all kinds, perfumery, tobacco in leaf, 
and “ trade gin” and rum; these two last come into the countr 
in hundreds of cases by each steamer. Competition is undoubtedly 
keen, but there is plenty of good trade to be done in the colony. 

The resources of the country are not yet fully known, and only 
just the fringe of the coast and lagoons is freely open to trade. 
Palm oil and rubber are in abundance, and also other articles of 
commerce, which up to the present have not been touched, and 
many no doubt are still unknown. It is reported that in certain 
districts kapok is to be found in large quantities, but no one has as 
yet thought it worth while to collect and export. There is also the 
nut “ mbéré ” from which the natives extract a grease for their own 
use, known by the same name. A sample of this was sent by the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the colony to France for analysis. 

“There is undoubtedly,” in the opinion of the Consul-General, 
‘“‘a great future for this colony, when it has been thoroughly opened 
up by roads, &., and when the railway has been carried through 
the forest belt, both of which objects the French Government are 
striving after. 

‘There is certainly an opening for those who are prepared 
to wait a little time before they can expect a good return 
for their outlay. it can be safely said that within the next two or 
three years there will be a great advancement in the development 
of the colony and consequently an increase in its commerce.” 
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Portuguese Guinea.—Trade has suffered interruption during the 
year 1908, owing to risings among certain of the native tribes. of 
the colony, and recovery is likely to be slow. The statistics available 
show that Germany has by far the largest share of the trade. 

The kola-nut trade in 1907 with British West African colonies 
shows a satisfactory increase as compared with 1906, the imports 
having risen from 15,0001. to 22,000/.; in most of the remaining 
articles, including Manchester goods, there was a decrease, and the 
statistics for 1908, when published, will in all probability show a 
further decline. When, however, the measures which are being 
taken for the effective occupation and development of the colony 
have been completed, it will offer a considerable market for all 
kinds of articles for native use. This prospective market is being 
carefully nursed by German manufacturers. 

The country is extraordinarily productive; its system of naviga- 
ble waterways provides a cheap and efficient means of collecting 
produce and distributing manufactured goods, and its principal 
port Bissau, as well as those of Bolama and Cacheu, can be reached 
by ocean-going steamers. ‘The country is, however, as yet undeve- 
loped, and its progress is still being kept back by the unrest of 
certain of the native tribes. This state of affairs cannot exist for 
ever, and there would seem to be a good prospect of increasing 
British trade in the colony if some direct representation were to be 
established in Bissau, and if that port and Bolama were to be served 
by a line of British steamships. As things stand, a German line 
has the practical monopoly of the import and export trade, and the 
German manufacturer profits accordingly. 

At the present time there is not, to the Consul-General’s know- 
ledge, a single British firm in Portuguese Guinea, nor does any 
British ship visit the colony. 


Roumania.—The following information relating to British trade 
in Roumania has been received from H.M. Consular Officers 
named :— 

H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) states that in 
view of the numerous communications addressed improperly or 
insufficiently prepaid received at the Consulate, it would seem 
advisable to make known the following postal information: 
the minimum postage for a letter to Roumania from the United 
Kingdom or the British Colonies is 24d. Roumania is a country 
of some extent, and letters addressed “ British Vice-Consulate, 
Roumania,” as is frequently the case, especially with letters 
intended for British ships in the ports of Braila, Constantza, 
Galatz, and Sulina, may take a long time to reach their desti- 
nation. Letters addressed to Consular Officers by name are 
sometimes greatly delayed, as the officers named have in some 
cases left the country ; letters on official business should be 
addressed simply “The British Consul” or “The British Vice- 
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Consul,” followed by the name of the port or town. It should be 
more generally known that books sent to private persons in 
Roumania by book post, with open ends, are free of duty, while 
those sent by parcels post are subject to Customs duty and charges. 
Trade catalogues and. price lists are duty-free. 

With regard to foreign competition, Mr. Wardrop remarks that 
Austria-Hungary and Germany take a great deal of trouble to get 
orders, and their commercial travellers neglect no opportunities. 
Not only are continental manufacturers helped in their competition 
with the British by the existence of direct railway communication, 
which gives quick transit, delivers goods from the works at 
the consumer’s door, lessens the cost of packing, diminishes the 
risk of breakage in the case of fragile articles, and has other 
advantages, but they have what practically amounts to a rebate 
of Customs duty in not being called upon to pay the ‘4 per 
cent. tax” levied at the ports, nominally to provide funds for the 
maintenance and improvement of docks, harbour works, &c. 

Russia continued during 1908 the process of “dumping,” and 
secured contracts for locomotives, rails, &c., at prices which are 
manifestly not lucrative to the manufacturers. The shipments 
arrive chiefly from Nikolaev and Mariupol. 

Italy is increasing her commercial relations with Roumania, and 
is competing with the United Kingdom in the cheaper kinds of 
textiles. 

The British Vice-Consul at Braila (Mr. W. J. Norcop) advises 
that the greatest care should be exercised in giving credit in that 
district. There are no commercial enquiry offices at Braila, conse- 
quently British firms receiving proposals from firms there to enter 
into business relations, and to give credit, would do well (unless 
the said firms give first-class references which can be easily acted 
upon through good disinterested banks, for instance, or through 
the President of the Chamber of Commerce of Braila) to insist 
upon no other terms but cash against bills of lading, and even then 
caution is necessary. Failures happen in Braila sometimes so 
suddenly and unexpectedly that all the more caution is necessary 
in the matter of credit. 

The British Vice-Consul at Constantza (Mr. T. Broadwood) writes 
that it is to be regretted that so few British commercial travellers 
think it worth while to visit Constantza, three only having applied 
to the Vice-Consulate during 1908. They should, he says, apply 
to the Vice-Consul for any information and terms of credit in their 
special branch of business ; or firms might appoint local agents on 
commission, as it is as well to have a responsible representative on 
the spot, so as to avoid unnecessary delay in payment, or lengthy 
and expensive lawsuits. 


Smyrna.—The April number of the “ Journal” of the British 
Chamber of Commerce at Smyrna states that many British firms 
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trading with that port have suffered loss owing to making advances 
against shipments of produce thence, the goods on arrival proving 
sometimes of less value than the advance made. ‘The “ Journal,’ 
therefore, suggests that, before making advances, British firms 
should apply to the Chamber for information as to the standing 
of the firm with whom they wish to deal. 


Mexico.—H.M. Consul at Tampico (Mr. H. W. Wilson) has 
furnished the following remarks on methods of introducing goods 
to Mexican importers :— 

In order to promote and foster British trade with Mexico 
there are two important matters that manufacturers need always to 
bear in mind ; the first is to simplify as much as possible the 
ordering of goods, and the second to facilitate their sale by the 
merchant. It is to be remembered that in small towns and 
country districts the retail trade is almost exclusively in the hands 
of merchants doing a general business, and an important personage 
to be considered is the salesman who actually handles the goods 
behind the counter. It is the salesman who often has the power 
to assist or retard the sale of specific articles, more especially in 


_ country districts, and it is therefore worth while to try to secure his 


good wili and assistance. This can be done by putting up the 
goods in such a manner that they can be handled with a minimum 
of exertion. Shelf goods in parcels are doomed to remain in the 
background unless specifically asked for by a customer; this 
is accounted for by the fact that the salesman does not like the 
trouble of unknotting string and tying up the parcels again ; he 
will invariably give the preference to goods neatly boxed up in 
cardboard boxes that have a label on the end clearly stating the 
contents. Goods put up in this manner are easily counted and 
kept in good, clean condition whilst in stock. 

As regards the hardware trade, the good arrangement and 
general neatness of the stores in Mexico is noticeable. Goods 
arriving in an unattractive condition meet at once with disfavour. 
To facilitate the ordering of goods by catalogues, manufacturers 
should pay particular attention to rendering it easy for the buyers 
to make out their orders. Catalogues of British manufacturers are 
often too complicated, contain too much reading matter, and are 
poorly illustrated ; information of an exact nature as to how the 
goods are put up is often lacking, and no weights are given. 
Manufacturers do not always seem to grasp the idea that buyers 
of their goods are not exclusively in their own business. 

As regards price lists of crockery, the illustrations in catalogues 
are good, but the price lists are very complicated and only suitable 
for men who have had a long experience in the trade, 

Machinery catalogues are apparently got up for the makers 
themselves and are often only imperfectly understood by outside 
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engineers. Although in most cases machinery is ordered by 
practical engineers, yet in a large number of cases the men 
who have to pay for it are capitalists without any special 
technical training. If these men were given to understand the 
advantages to be gained by ordering British machinery, by means 
of a carefully compiled catalogue which, besides giving the 
technical details, also explained the advantages to be derived 
by employing the class of machinery in question, H.M. Consul 
is of opinion that the exports of machinery from the United 
Kingdom to Mexico might be considerably augmented. 

With regard to catalogues and price lists there is one more 
point which needs to be brought to the attention of manufacturers, 
namely, the standardising of catalogues, price lists, and supplements, 
so as to make them of one size. This would be found of great 
assistance to those buyers who are in the habit of carefully filing 
all catalogues and price lists that they receive. 


Huelva.—The British Vice-Consul at Huelva (Mr. W. A. Bice) 
reports that coal and coke are chiefly imported into that port from 
South Wales, and that, with the exception of one firm of merchants, 
who purchase 15,000 to 20,000 tons yearly, all contracts are made 
in the United Kingdom. This is specially mentioned in view of 
the many enquiries addressed to the Vice-Consulate for the names 
of importers, | 





POSITION OF FOREIGN COMPANIES IN ROUMANIA. 


Adverting to the notice on pp. 259-60 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 30th April, 1908, H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. 
Wardrop) reports that the third section of the Roumanian Court of 
Cassation has issued the following decision with regard to foreign 
companies :— 

‘From the rules laid down in the Commercial Code it follows 
that companies established abroad have no legal existence in 
Roumania unless they have been authorised to work there, and in 
that case only within the limits of the authorisation granted to them 
by the Government. They can do no business in the country 
excepting through a general agent having a power of attorney in 
due form and duly published, resident in some particular town. 
This general agent alone can carry on business in the various 
parts of the country, either personally or through other agents 
appointed by him on his responsibility. Thus the Commercial 
Code does not permit such companies to work from abroad through 
other agents appointed direct, though the general agent in the 
country has that right.” 
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PRODUCTION OF OLIVE OIL AND MANUFACTURE 
OF SOAP THEREFROM IN ASIA MINOR. 


The following particulars relating to the production of olive oil, 
and the manufacture of soap therefrom, in Asia Minor are ex- 
tracted from the April number of the “ Journal” of the British 
Chamber of Commerce of Smyrna :— 

The olive constitutes one of the principal products of the 
Levant. Its cultivation extends over a long stretch of territory, 
ranging from the Plains of Troas and Aivaly in the north to the 
district of Melass in the south. The plantations lie all along the 
coast, seldom extending more than 15 or 20 miles inland, except 
in the Aidin district, which is situated more in the interior and 
where the olive tree is found from 40 to 60 miles away from the 
coast. The olive is also grown on the islands of Mitylene, Chios, 
Samos and Rhodes, and is cultivated to a lesser extent on all the 
islands of the Aigean bordering on the Levant. 

The importance of olive oil can be realised from the following 
figures, which are based on the actual yields obtained during the 
past 25 years, and which serve to show the maximum results 
obtained in bumper years, the average yield, and also the estimated 
production for the present season :— 




















} 
Maximum | Average Estimated 
Yield. | Yield. Yield, 1909. 
Tuns. | Tuns. Tuns. 
Aivaly District... one ies ded 18,000 10,000 5,500 
pO UE eae ae eee 12,000 | 8,000 4,500 
Mitylene Island |... ve sie we 30,000 | 20,000 9,000 
Aidin District a ‘en one oon 18,000 14,000 8,000 
Baindir, Odmish, &ce. oe 12,000 | 7,000 3,500 
Smyrna, Vourla, Cesme, Chios, Samos ... 8,000 | 5,000 3,000 
Melass District... ne ant oa 3,000 2,000 1,000 
Total ... ‘le ‘di | 101,000 | 66,000 {| 34,500 
| | 





The olive tree produces alternate crops, a full yield being 
generally followed by an unproductive season. Records of the 
past 25 or 30 years show that a bumper yield is obtained about 
once in ten years; such bumper seasons were recorded in 1882, 
1893 and 1902. 

The bulk of the production of olive oil is consumed in the 
country. Taking an average yield of about 65,000 tuns, it may 
be reckoned that not more than 20-25 per cent. is exported; the 
soap industry absorbs about 15,000 tuns, and local consumption 
accounts for the remainder. It has also to be borne in mind that 
considerable stocks have generally to be retained in the country in 
a year of plenty to provide for the requirements of home con- 
sumption during the following twelve months, when a lean return 
only can be counted upon. 

Olive oil is exported to the following countries, which import 
chiefly ‘“‘lampante” qualities :—The United Kingdom, Russia, 
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America, Germany, the Balkan States, and Egypt. Fine edible 
oils are exported to France and Italy, During a normal season, 
with an average range of prices and with, exports totalling about 
15,000 tuns, it may be assumed that some 6,000 tuns would be 
shipped to the above-named countries, and the remaining 9,000 tuns 
would be taken by other parts of Turkey. 

Prices are regulated by the extent of the yield. In normal 
seasons, with adequate supplies availiable for home consumption 
and export, the price of edible oils ranges from 40/. to 451. per 
tun of 252 gallons. ‘ Lampante,” or current merchantable oils 
sell at 30/. to 351. per tun. > . 

Until recent years, mills wor y hand or horse-power, and 
of very crude construction, were utilised for the crushing of the 
olive, but steam presses are now being erected in most parts of 
the country. 

From the crushed olives or olive cake left in the mills a dark oil 
is extracted in special factories by means of carbon bisulphide and 
sulphuric acid. By this process from 8 to 13 per cent. of oil is 
obtainable from the olive cake or “ pirina.” There are four fac- 
tories in Mitylene, two on the coast opposite that island, and three 
in Smyrna and Aidin ; these establishments produce on the average 
some 2,000 tuns of this oil, a small portion of which is exported 
and the remainder used in the manufacture of a very inferior soap. 
Considerable quantities of olive cake are also exported to Greece, 
in which country several large factories have been established of 
late years for extracting oil by the above process. 

The price of the “ pirina” or sulphur oils has generally been 
between 201. and 24/. per tun, but of late years the use of these 
oils has extended considerably and_ there is a tendency towards a 
higher price. 

Abnormal conditions have prevailed so far this season; there has 
been a failure of the crop in almost all olive-producing countries. 
The Levant has been rather more favoured, but even there the yield 
is not estimated at more than 34,500 tuns, or about one half of an 
average production. 

This shortage in the world’s supplies has naturally resulted in 
an unprecedented inflation of prices. In the month of July, 1908, 
the average value of olive oil was about 35/. per tun, but as 
autumn drew on and the failure of the crops was more clearly 
established, the markets began to advance and prices reached record 
figures. Spanish “lampante ” oils were quoted in the opening month 
of the present year at 60/., Cretan at 63/., and Italian at 
651. per tun. Edible qualities also advanced from an average 
of 52/1. to about 751. per tun. This extraordinary apprecia- 
tion has naturally induced the use of cheaper substitutes 
where these can be successfully introduced, and for machinery 
purposes, soap manufacture, &c., olive oil is likely to be displaced 
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for many months. The use of substitutes has heavily handi- 
capped the free sale of olive oil, and prices both in Asia Minor 
and in Spain steadily declined during March last, having 
fallen fully 12/. per tun from the high level attained in January. 
Prospects in all producing countries are reported to be exceedingly 
favourable at present and enormous yields are being forecasted for 
next winter. It is probable, therefore, that the slump will 
continue, and normal conditions are not likely to be completely 
restored until next year, when new oils will become available. 

It is interesting to note that, of all non-producing countries, 
the United Kingdom is the largest importer of olive oils. The 
imports into the United Kingdom during the past seven years 
have been as follows: in 1902, 18,980 tuns; 1903, 14,485 tuns; 
1904, 15,010 tuns; 1905, 12,042 tuns; 1906, 14,386 tuns; 1907, 
12,326 tuns; 1908, 12,152 tuns. The oil is mainly used for the 
woollen industry, and, in a lesser degree, for machinery purposes, 
paints and other commercial uses. 


The manufacture of soap is the chief industry connected with 
the production of olive oil. The largest quantity of soap is made 
in the island of Mitylene, which manufactures more than one-half 
of the total output of the Levant. Smyrna ranks as the second 
seat of the industry, and is followed by the town of Aidin. 
Smaller soap works exist at Aivaly and Adramyt. 

The soap produced is hard and white and is cut into blocks and 
cakes of varying weight. The ingredients employed in the boiling 
are four parts of olive oil and one part of carbonate of soda ; 
powdered lime crystal and silicate of soda are sometimes used for 
the purpose of adulteration and lowering the cost. Caustic soda is 
used for oils of inferior quality and for pirina oil. The various 
makers pride themselves on possessing certain secrets in their 
process of boiling, but the soaps produced are more or less of the 
same kind, the qualities varying according to the class of olive oil 
and other material used. 

The annual production of soap amounts on the average to about 
18,000 tons, the greater part being exported to other parts of the 
Turkish Empire and a smaller quantity being sent to Egypt; 
occasional shipments are made to the United States. The soap is 
sold at prices varying from 17/. to 25/. per ton of 20 cwts., 
according to quality. Fine toilet soaps are imported from Europe. 
One or two more enterprising makers have attempted to manufac- 
ture some varieties of toilet soap, but they have entirely failed to 
compete against the foreign import. 

The carbonate of soda employed in soap-boiling is. entirely 
imported. The quantity used annually varies from 2,800 to 
3,500 tons, according to the extent of the olive oil yield. About 
95 per.cent. of this soda is obtained from Belgium. Small 
quantities are occasionally imported from the United Kingdom. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


BRITISH INDIA, 
The “ Gazette of India” for 10th April contains the draft of the 
rules which it is proposed to make, under the 
go no ong provisions of sec. 9 of the Indian Petroleum 
Importation &c, Act (No. 8 of 1899), to regulate the importa- 
my wren “ty tion, possession and transport of petroleum in 
Mysore the civil and military station of Bangalore and 
' certain railway lands in Mysore. 

These proposed rules may be seen by British traders interested 
on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 

of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





RUSSIA. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
Proposed of information to the effect that the Finance 
Committee of the Duma propose to submit for 


oe legislative and Imperial sanction a Decree where- 
Sedtaie Wants of by the undermentioned parts of agricultural 
pnersebeventaat machines and implements, whether imported 

, mma with the machines and implements or 


separately, would be admitted duty-free into 
Russia until the 1st January, 1911 :— 

1. Case-hardened steel cut to template in the form of breasts for 
_ ploughs. 

2. Steel teeth for horse rakes. 

3. Steel discs, solid and sectional, for cultivators, ploughs and 
sowing machines (in finished state). 

4. Steel slips for fingers, sections, and complete knives for 
reaping machines. 

o. Seed conducting tubes for row-drills. 

6. Binding apparatus for sheaf-binding reapers (self binders) 
and parts of such apparatus. 

7. Ribbed beaters for drums of thrashing machines, finished or 
unfinished, also shaped steel bars for the same. 

8. Canvas for sheaf-binding reapers (self binders). 

9. Manilla binding twine for sheaf-binding reapers, to the 
amount of 30 pouds with each binding apparatus. 

It is proposed that the duty-free admission of the above shall be 
subject to compliance with regulations to be drawn up by the 
Minister of Trade and Industry with the concurrence of the 
Minister of Finance and the Superintendent of the Board for 
Agricultural Affairs. 





RUSSIAN FAR EAST (YLADIYOSTOK), 
H.M. Vice Consul at Vladivostok reports that a proposal to levy a 
duty of 3 roubles 60 copecks per ton on foreign 
coal imported at Vladivostok is under considera- 
tion and will probably be adopted. 


Proposed Import 
Duty on Coal. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received information from the Repre- 
Decisi sentative of the Commonwealth of Australia in 
ares London to the effect that it has been decided 


C oo ee a by the Commonwealth Customs Department 
Pattern Books that catalogues and pattern books of shirtings 
of Shirtings. are properly dutiable as catalogues and price 


lists for trade purposes under No. 356a of the 
Customs Tariff, at the rate of 6d. per lb., or 35 per cent. ad valorem, 
whichever rate returns the higher duty. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on pp. 409-11 of the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 26th November, 


—_ — 1908, relative to the rates of duty leviable on 
ac certain “tools” and “ minor articles” imported 
respecting 


into the Australian Commonwealth, the Board of 
nd “ Minor Trade have also received from the Representative 
. Articles.” of the Commonwealth of Australia in London 
— an amended list of such articles, which, in con- 

sequence of their removal from the free list of various Customs By- 
laws, are now made dutiable under several items of the Customs 
Tariff on importation into the Commonwealth. 

The articles affected are as follows :— 


certain “ Tools ” 











Rates o tmport Duty. 
| 
ii Tariff On Goods the 
Articles. No. G Produce or 
eneral Manuf 
Rates anu acture 
F of the United 
Kingdom. 
MACHINE TOOLS. 
For bookbinding— 
Embossing, folding, glueing, 
leather embossing (identical 
with bookbinders’ embossing 
machine), embossing presses 
and stamps and dies for em- 
bossing machines pan vs 162c | 25% adval. | 20% ad val. 
Lever embossing presses :— 
If machine ... _ ove 162c | 25% ,, 20% ~, 
Otherwise... one see 170A | 30% =, 25 % 
Top cloths for ruling machines... 447 Free. Fre>. 
(Note. — Rotary bevelling 
machines are free, as Bevelling 
machines. | 
Brush-making machines wed sine 162c | 25 %adva), | 20% ad val. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA—continued. 





Articles. 





Tariff 
No. 


Rates of Import Duty. 








General 
Rates. 





On Goods the 
Produce or 
Manufacture 
of the United 
Kingdom. 





For glass-making and ictal 


MACHINE TOOLS—continued. 


Bevelling 
Bottle-making _... 
Bevelling and polishing . 


For metal working— 


Arbor or mandrel presses, bending 
elbows for gutter and stove 
piping, bobs or wheels, (leather) 
polishing for lathes, boring and 
drilling (horizontal), caulking 
and chipping machines, chuck 
sets with drills, copying lathes 
(for metals), cornering and 
punching, cropping,  cutter- 
making, chucks for lathes (ex- 
cepting drill, independent jaw, 
scroll and special chucks, free), 
cutting (tooth wheel or gear), 
drilling (radial), finning, flang- 
ing, forging, groover or dado 
head, guards (saw bench), key- 
seating, lathes, under 12 in. 
centre, milling (other than Uni- 
versal), nail- making, nut - 
making, nut finishing, planing, 
plates (lathe face), profiling, 
punching bears, punching 
and cornering, riveting, rivet- 
making, cold iron (for cutting 
cold iron), saw bench, shap- 
ing (12 in. and under in stroke) 
drill sharpeners, straightening, 
threading and boring tools, 
washer making, hydraulic 
wheel presses and screwing 
machines(other than bolt screw- 
ing and nut tapping) . 
Solt screwing and nut ‘tapping 
(combined or separate)— 
Adapted to accommodate sizes 
to cut up to 2 inches, whether 
or not adapted to accommo- 
date sizes to cut over 2 inches 
Adapted to accommodate sizes 
to cut over 2 inches only 
Electrotyping and stereotyping... 
Facing (as facing and boxing) ... 
-Guillotine, tinsmen’s squaring 
shears son soe ove 





it 162¢ 


165B 


162¢ 
164 


165B 








25 % ad val. 


5%» 


~ 7/ 
15 Yo 9 
25 % 5; 


Free 
Free 


15 % ad val. 








20 % ad val. 


15% » 
20% 5, 
Free 
Free 


15 % ad val. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulutions, 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA—¢continued. 





Articles. 





Tariff 
No. 


Rates of Import Duty. 








General 
Rates, 


On Goods the 
Produce or 
Manufacture 
of the United 

Kingdom. 





MACHINE TOOLS—continued. 
For paper finishing, cutting and 
Solding— 

Bending and creasing, cutting 
(label, lever, millboard), damp- 
ing, knives for paper cutting 
machines, also power stripping 
machines, similar tocard cut- 
ting machines ... 

Dies for box making machines 
imported separately ... 

For tile, pipe and brickmaking— 

Blungers, cement stone machines 
(similar to press for moulding 
hollow concrete building 
blocks), grinding mills (for 
enamels, colours, glazes, and 
flint), moulding machines, press 
for moulding hollow concrete 
building blocks, press stamps, 
also pulverisers or dust mills... 

For wood working— 

Boring, carving, copying lathes, 
double spindle shaper, dove- 
tailing, fretwork, being sawing, 
hub borers, joining, lathes, 
mortising, moulding, panel 
planer thicknessing, patent 
door sticking machine, planing, 
rounding, saw frame double 
equilibrium (a machine tool for 
re-sawing and _ cross-cutting, 
also for sawing two deals at 
once), sand papering, saw braz- 
ing, saw sharpening, spoke- 
making, surfacing, tenoning, 
tongueing and grooving, trying 
up, wheel-making lathes, also 
veneer-cutting . 

Bolts, cutter (specially designed 
for use with wood-cutting 
machines), imported separately 

Miscellaneous— 

Grinding and polishing discs 
for use on machines, and lens 
grinding machines ob eee 


TOOLS OF TRADE. 

Dies (cutting and winker), ear 
markers, jewellers’ tools (other 
than those remaining in the By- 
law), rivet sets, certain tinsmiths’ 
tools (including folders), oe 
also winker presses ove 





162c 
I7CA 


162c 


184 


170A 





25 % ad val. 


30% » 


25% 


25 % ? 


25 % ” 


25%  » 


30 % 9 








20 % ad val. 
2% +; 


25% 5, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA—continued. 





Rates of Import Duty. 














Tariff On Goods the 
Articles. No. —— Produce or 
Manufacture 
Rates. 
of the United 
Kingdom. 
MINOR ARTICLES FOR USE IN THE 
MANUFACTURE OF GOODS WITHIN 
THE COMMONWEALTH. 
For apparel— 
Labels with or without woven 
design, and coat looping, in the 
piece, with markings at regular 
intervals for = into 
hangers ... 108 30 % ad val. | 25 % ad val. 
Cuoat looping, in the piece, ‘plain... 123 According to} material. 
For ashpans— 
Knobs of cast-iron or steel 170A | 30 % ad val, | 25 % ad val. 
For bags, portmanteaux and trunks— 
Clips, corners, handles, holders 
for lids and loops for handles or 
straps — According to} material. 
Clasps and hinges for violin cases — Free Free 
For bellows— 
Hoops and pipes ... 170A | 30 % adval. | 25 % ad val. 
For blankets, mattresses, rugs, ‘and the 
like— 
Labels with the name or design 
thereon in the piece or cut to 
size “ ‘ 108 30% 4 20% 4 
For boots, shoes and slippers— 
Facings ... ove coe — According to} material. 
For brooms— 
Clamps’ wwe cee eos ove 
For buckets and cans 
Ears aae ee om 170A | 80 %adval. | 25 % ad ral. 
For colanders— 
Handles ... eve eee 
For furniture— 
Brass labels eee 172 30% 4 25% 
Fringes... ove ove 131 Free Free 
Locks ; = _ 205B | 20 %adval. | 15 % ad val. 
Wood, paper, cord ove on 398 25% 55 25%. 4, 
Woven cane nee cee _ 304 33% 55 30% ,, 
For hats and caps— 
Leathers, internal, real or imita- 
tion - eee — Free Free 
For kettles, teapots and : saucepans— 
Ears, tea kettle knobs, teapot 
hinges, tinned front handles, 
and tinned saucepan handles... 170A | 30% ad val. | 25 % ad val. 
Brass bottle top screws ... 172 33% «Cy, 25% 45 
kor harness— 
Iron foundation for winkers 170A | 30% ,, 25% 35; 
For vehicles— 
Backlights .. 380G | 35% ~,, 30 % 
Bands, nave, ‘other than plain i iron, 
shaft and pole — also 
eyes 380G | 35% : 30% x 
For water cans— 
Brass connecting screws and brass 
connecting ferrules 172 30% 35 28% 3 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA—continued. 


The “‘ Commonwealth Gazette ” for 20th March contains a Customs 
Notice issued by the Commonwealth Depart- 
Drawbacks. ment of Trade and Customs on 17th March, 
giving a consolidated list of imported materials 
upon which drawback of duty may be allowed when used in the 
manufacture of articles within the Commonwealth, upon the ex- 
portation of such manufactured articles, under certain specified 
conditions. 
This list of articles entitled to drawback may be seen by British 
traders interested on application to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


With reference to the General Note which is given in the Customs 
Union Tariff of 1906 regarding the reputed 
gauge of spirits for tha purposes of ascertain- 
OER ing the Customs duty leviable thereon on 
Sidieieeeee importation into South Africa, the Board of 
age. Trade have received information from H.M. 
‘Trade Commissioner in South Africa stating that the following 
classes of bottled spirits will not be regarded as contained in bottles 
of reputed gauge, and may be entered at their actual gallonage :— 
Gin.—Square-faced bottles of Hollands. 
Spirits, such as brandies and whiskies, in flasks and half- 
flasks. 


Entry of certain 
Bottled Spirits 





SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 328 of the 

“Board of Trade Journal” for 18th February 

Duty on Spirits. last respecting the imposition of increased 

duties on spirits imported into Southern 

Nigeria under Order-in-Council No. 1 of 1909, the Board of Trade 

have now received an amended Order-in-Council (No. 3 of 1909) 

which was approved by the Legislative Colony of Southern Nigeria 

on 1st April last. 

The present Order provides for the imposition of the same duties 

as those previously in force, except that it is now provided that the 
duty levied shall in no case be less than 4s. per imperial gallon. 





EGYPT: 
The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” for the 17th April contains the 
Revised Valuation following revised Valuation Tariff for use in 
Tariff for assessing import duties on iron and steel manu- 
meee enh dined factures. The Tariff was to come into force on 
poset abe Rott the 16th April, and is to remain in operation 
* for a period of six months (i.e. until the 15th 

October) or until denunciation :— 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


EGYPT — continued. 


Valuation per kilogramme* 











Articles. 
Former. New, 
Iron and steei plates, ordinary, without mark ({), | Milliémes.¢ | Milliemes.f 
4 in. thick and upwards— 
British, and similar goods from all other countries 6 5a 
Belgian and German, and similar goods from all 
other countries... 5s 5 
{ron and steel bars and angles, and tees, “and U 
ordinary, without mark ({)— 
British, and similar goods from all other countries 5x5 5 
Belgian and German, and similar goods from all 
other countries... oss eas eee ‘es 47°5 445 
Iron bars, Swedish... _ ods oe oe eee 1035 10 
Iron, pig... eee oe ose oe ees 3x0 335 
Iron and steel hoops eos ose sei sof Te 2$ 7a** 7 
with holes .. bee eee ove Tefal TS5tT 745 
Galvanised sheets (B. G., 16 to 26) ee one 13,55 135 
corrugated sheets _ G., 16 to 0 26) ose 1235 1235 
Studs (Benwill’s) new ... - oj 26 233 
mn va? Mt Rove ode eee ese ene 21 20 
small.. eve me! 25 22 
Nails (French), 15 by 35 to 24 by 200 . she ose 83°5 8 4; 
Iron and steel girders— 
British, and similar goods from all other countries.. 5 zy 575 
Belgian and German, and similar vuagh from all 
other countries ows ee es - ove 5 45 











* Duty is leviable on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. The English 
ton is taken as equivalent to 1,016 kilogrammes, 

+ 1,000 milligmes = £EH1 = 11. Os. 6d. 

t The duties on iron and steel wares bearing special marks are leviable ad valorem. 
The following are not regarded as special marks :—Siemens-Martin, 8. M. Thomas, 
the names of manufacturers without crown brands, or with a single crown brand, 
provided they do not indicate a special quality, as also all other marks of which 
notice is given by the importers, and which are accepted beforehand by the Customs. 

§ Iron hoops. 

|| Iron hoops with holes. 

** Steel hoops. 

++ Steel hoops with holes, 

Iron tubes for gas, water and steam, and fittings therefor, and 
iron tubes for boilers, are assessed at various rates in accordance 
with certain trade lists from which discounts are allowed. Par- 
ticulars with regard to these lists and discounts may be seen by 
British firms interested on application at the Commercial Intelli- 


gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The issue of the “ Journal Officiel” for the 21st April contains a 
Revised notice to the effect that from the 20th April 
Valuation Tariff until the 3lst August, or until further notice, 
for Black Pevver black pepper of any origin is to be valued for 
ack *©PPer- Tariff purposes at 25 milliémes per kilogramme, 
net weight. A tare of 2 per cent. is allowed for single bags, and 
4 per cent. for double bags. 


EEE 
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GERMANY-—-SAN SALVADOR. 
With reterence to the notice which appeared on pp. 428-9 of the 
Ratification of Board of Trade Journal” for the 27th August 
last respecting the Commercial Treaty between 


Commercial 
Germany and San Salvador, the Board of Trade 
a4 en are now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
| sunita of information to the effect that the ratifications 


of the Treaty were exchanged on the 8th April. 


NETHERLANDS. 
The ‘“‘ Nederlandsche Staatscourant ” for the 27th March contains a 
number of decisions of the Dutch Ministry of 
Finance respecting the Tariff classification of 
various articles. The more important of these 
decisions are noted below :— 





Customs 
Decisions. 











Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Pepsine— | 
In metal boxes of 100 to 250 grammes ... eos | Free. 
In boxes containing 4 grammes, dutiable as ‘“ Small wares” 5% ad val, 


Colowred printing ink (rotary ink), not containing alcohol, in 
boxes of 1 lb. avoirdupois, specially prepared, according to ‘the 
inscription on the package, for rotary copying apparatus 
(rotary duplicators), for manifoiding manuscript and type- 
writing documents, and, in general, ink for duplicators 
imported in the packing in which it is to be sold retail, duti- 


able as ‘ Small wares’ 5% ad val. 
Washing machines, the different parts of which (such as boilers, 

stoves, &c.) can be used for other purposes, dutiable as “ Tron 

Manufactures ” 5% ad val. 


Apparatus for determining the amount ( if water contained in 
butter, dutiable as “ Instruments ”’ 
Wire clamps for use by line-men in stretching telegraph and 


5% ad val, 





telephone wires, classed as “ Appliances” Free. 
Wolfram metal wire (metallic wire for incandescent wolfram 
lamps), even if cut into lengths .. can sa eee we. | Free, 


ih. 





Steam engines and engines worked by steam.—By “steam 
engines” is understood engines producing and conveying steam 
for use as motive power, and by “engines worked by steam ” 
those in which the motive power is steam. A steam disinfecting 
stove, in which the steam is used only as a disinfectant, cannot, 
therefore, be included under either of the above categories, and is 
dutiable according to its chief component material. 

Engines referred to in section (c) of the Resolution of the 
14th May, 1906,* is to include only such machinery as is so 
arranged that it cannot be worked by other than mechanical 
power, but this proviso is not to be taken as excluding a machine 
or engine from the exemption from duty because it has a handle 
on a wheel for use in starting the machine. 

Transformers, even if used in a factory for converting low 
tension currents into high tension currents, dutiable according to 
their chief component material, or as “ Instruments.” 


* Noted on pp. 528-9 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” for the 14th Jane, 1906. 
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FRANCE. 

The French Chargé d’Affaires in London has notified the Foreign 
aid wis on Office that the French Government has decided 
serait to exact Customs duty on foreign balloons 
indian inl landing on French territory. Local authorities 
g mn*rance. in France have been instructed to inform the Lf 
Customs service, or the service of Indirect Taxation, of the landing 
of a foreign balloon in France, and to detain the balloon until the 
duties are > paid or security given for payment. Unless the aeronaut 
claims that duty shall be levied on the actual weight of the balloon, 
duty will be assessed on the weight of the envelope, car, cordage, 
&c., estimated to correspond to the volume of the balloon. The 
scheduled weights corresponding to the various volumes may be 
consulted by persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
al T information to the effect that an Argentine 
Intern : 0” Presidential Decree has been issued providing 

Vermout that vermouth of an alcoholic strength exceed- 
ing 15 degrees Gay Lussac imported into the Republic is to pay, in 
addition to Customs duty, an internal tax at the rate of 1 centavo 
per litre and per degree. 


, COLOMBIA. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of q 

copy and translation of a Colombian Decree 
Duties on Wines. (No. 251), dated the 8th March, 1909, providing 

that wines imported into Colombia are to pay 
duty as follows :— 














, : Tariff | Rate of 
Kinds of Wine. Claes Duty. 
Wine, red or white, sweet or dry, up to 18 centesimal | 
degrees : | Pesos. 
In bottles... eos ons ove ooo | Ve Kilog, 0°03 
In pipes, casks, and demijohns soe | SS eee 0°02 
Wine, red or white, sweet or ary, more than 18 up to 24 | 
centesimal degrees oon a oe 0°20 
Full-bodied wines, and all wines not specially mentioned, 
in any receptacle and of any alcoholic strength .. aie 1 Shee os 0°20 
St. Raphael wine eee eee one ove eee a. ee ee 0°15 
Notes.—1. All wines are subject to the ordinary 
Customs surtax of 70 per cent. 
2. The importation of wines of above 24 centesimal 
degrees is prohibited. 











The above Decree has been issued in explanation of the Decrees of 
1906 and 1908 on the same subject. 
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URUGUAY. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 141 of the 
‘“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 21st January 
respecting the prohibition of the importation 
citi tee into Uruguay of food products in tins closed 
Tinned Goods with solder containing more than 10 per cent. 
‘of lead, the Board of Trade are now in receipt, 
through the Foreign Office, of telegraphic information to the effect 
that the prohibition in question will not be enforced until thé 1st July 
next. The Board are further informed that the prohibition refers 
only to solder on the inside joints of tins, especially in the case of tins 
containing liquids or substances which are in contact with the sides 
of the tins, and are thereby affected by the lead contained in the 
solder. 
The regulations prescribing the rejection of imported foodstuffs 
containing aniline colouring matters, antiseptic agents, &c.,* are 
being strictly enforced. 


Percentage of 
Lead in Solder 





JAPAN: 


. H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama reports that in the 
Refund of Japanese “ Official Gazette” of the 30th and 
C ti 31st March a Law was published providing for 
mesh a partial refund of the consumption tax on cane 
omy ee Sane sugar employed in the manufacture in Japan of 
Saggy need. 2m the confectionery, fancy biscuits and the like, and 
“oes of crystallised fruits, on the exportation of these 
Conf a & products from the country. Refund of the con- 
ontectionery, “% sumption duty is to be made at the rate of 
5 yen per 100 kin of cane sugar contained in the exported 
products, on condition that not less than 300 kin is exported at 
one time, and that exportation is effected through one of the 
following ports: Yokohama, Kobé, Osaka, Nagasaki, Moji. The 
demand for a refund must be made within a year of the date at 
which the goods were exported. 
The shone Law was ns yee into force on the Ist April, 1909. 


The Commercial Attaché also reports an announcement in the 
“ Official Gazette ” of the 20th March to the effect 
that the Customs Tariff Law, Customs Duties 
Law, and Tonnage Dues Law are to be enforced 


Enforcement of 
Customs Laws in 


® = in Karafuto (the Japanese part of Saghalien), 
Pn og Otomari in Karafuto is to be included in the 
so list of open ports. 
Otomari. 


The above-mentioned prescriptions took effect 
on the Ist April. 





*See pp. 286-7 of the “ Board of Trale Journal ” for the 11th February, 1909. 
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JAPAN—continued. 

The “ Japan Gazette” for the 13th and 15th March contains the text 
Wis Walvabie tor of five Orders of the Japanese Finance Depart- 

the pad eof ment prescribing the fees payable, as from 
Goods i portale the Ist April, for— 

P a (1) The use of sheds or land belonging to 
the Customs ; 

(2) The storage of merchandise by the Customs ; : 

(3) The use of the Customs temporary sheds ; 

(4) The storage of merchandise in Government bonded ware- 
houses ; and 

& The mooring of vessels alongside the Yokohama Customs 
wharf. 

The text of these Orders may be consulted by British traders 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 


SWEDEN. 
With reference to the notice on p. 38 of the “ Board of Trade 
, Journal” of 7th January relative to the closin 
ee Le fee of Baltic cowie, the Aviles British 
Open. Consul at Stockholm (Mr. W. Sterling) now 
reports that the port of Nyképing was opened again to traffic on the 
24th April. The trade of the port of Oxelisund has been con- 
siderably hampered by floating ice, but powerful steamers have 
been able to get into the port. 





NETHERLANDS. 
'H.M. Consul at Amsterdam (Mr. W. A. Churchill) reports that 
the Netherlands Shipping Union, formed b 

‘ae the combination of the © Stocanrenst Maate- 

eta chappij ‘ Nederland,’” the Rotterdam Lloyd, 

and the “Koninklyke Paketvaart Maats- 

chappij ” (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 27th February, 1908, 

p. 441), announce a further issue of shares to the nominal value of 

2,000,000 florins (about 167,000/.). Although the period since the 

formation of the combination is too short to show any tangible 

result, it has undoubtedly strengthened the position of the three 
companies. 

The conditions made with the Government, and‘the necessity of 
keeping the position already won, oblige the combine to supply 
the demand for more tonnage by building new ships. The aggre- 
gate fleet of the three companies is at present 102 steamships, 
with a total of 280,000 registered tons, and there will shortly be 
added eight steamships of a total of 27,000 registered tons, 
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MEXICO—UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Legation in Mexico report the publication of a contract 


; between the Minister of Communications and 
New 5.8. Service Public Works and Messrs. Avelino Montes, of 


+ nan a Mérida, Yucatan, for the establishment of a line 
te Seleote of steamships between Progreso, Yucatan, and 


New Orleans. The company undertake to 
perform not less than three voyages a month. They will be 
exempt from the payment of 50 per cent. of the “ tonnage dues ” 
imposed by decree of Ist July, 1898, and from all Federal taxation 
except the stamp tax. The company are permitted to engage in 
the coasting trade between Mexican ports. 





CHILE-PERU- PANAMA. 


H.M. Consul at Iquique (Mr. E. F. Hudson) reports that the 
—ae Pacific Steam Navigation Company have 
Léverpesh Waliienaian a ar fortnightly mail rahe 
8.8. Service to Callao. C°twee2 siverpool and Valparaiso to Uallao, 
Connection with | ™2<img intermediate calls at Coquimbo, 
Antofagasta, Iquique, and Mollendo. At 
woraianeastan * "y' quick connection will be made 
with the Company’s service between that port and Panamé4, making 
the length of time occupied on the voyage from Iquique to Panama 
nine days, and from Panam4é to Iquique ten days, instead of from 
twenty to twenty-three days as heretofore. 





CHINA. 


The Acting British Vice-Consul at Dairen (Mr. E. L. S. Gordon) 
reports that, from Ist May, three ex- 
press trains a week were to be run 
between that port and Changchun, 
connecting at Harbin with the three 
Kuropean expresses of the Russian 
railways. The time taken to travel 
from Dairen to Changchun, a distance 
of 436 miles, was to be reduced to 18 hours. At the same time, 
another steamer, the s.s. ‘‘Saikyo Maru,” a sister ship of the 
‘Kobe Maru,” was to be put on the line between Dairen and 
Shanghai, thus making two voyages a week in each direction. 


Railway Communication 
between Dairen 
and Changchun ; 
Steamship Com- 
munication between 
Dairen and Shanghai. 





JAPANESE SAGHALIEN. 


Opening of Port 


of Otomari See notice on p. 277. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


CANADA. 


The Imperial Trade Correspondent at St. John, New Brunswick 
Sida Mebbette tu Mr, W. E. Anderson) reports that what is 
New B ick considered to be the largest iron deposit in 

Cw DTUnSWICK. Canada has been discovered in Gloucester 
County, New Brunswick; it is estimated that there are about 
20,000,000 tons of merchantable ore (hematite), carrying 53 to 55 
per cent. of metallic iron. It is proposed to begin active develop- 
ment as soon as shipping facilities can be provided. 

An agreement is about to be entered into between the owners of 
the property and the provincial Government, whereby the 
latter will guarantee the bonds for the construction of a railway 
from the mines to Bathurst Village, a distance of some nine miles, 
and will agree to dredge Bathurst Bay, on the Bay Chaleurs, to 
permit of the ore being shipped from that port. 





RUSSIA (SPITZBERGEN), 


With reference to the notice on p. 485 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 3rd September, 1908, relative to Spitz- 

Coal. bergen coal, the British Vice-Consul at Bergen 

(Mr. E. F. Gray) has forwarded a translation of 

an extract from the *‘ Morgenavisen ” (Bergen) of 24th April, from 
which it appears that the Trondhjem-American Coal Company have 


had 48 men at work at Spitzbergen during the past winter. Ata- 


trial made recently on board the steamship “ Lurvik ” it was found 
that the coal produced was superior to the best Hartlepool coal, a 
saving of from 7 to 8 per cent. being effected. The whaling 
steamers now take their coal at Spitzbergen, and it is said that 
the Nordenfjeldske Steamship Company have offered to take at 
least fifty thousand tons per annum, if the coal company can 
deliver such an amount. 





GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Young reports that the mineral resources of 
German Kast Africa are only at a very early 
stage of development, and that it is impossible 
to form an estimate of their real value; the total 
value of the minerals (including gold) exported in 1907 was 5,472. 
The only minerals of commercial importance at present are, gold, 
mica, garnets and salt. 


Gold.—Gold is found at various places along the southern shores 
of Lake Victoria Nyanza and in the Wembiire Steppe between 
Tabora and Muanza. Near Sekenke, in the eastern part of the 
Wembire Steppe, a new gold field has been discovered. The 
gold exists in quartz veins in granite, The veins are very numerous 
and‘ all contain gold, though not always in great quantities. 


Minerals and 
Mining. 
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Operations are already sufficiently advanced for the erection of 
plant to work the ore. The total value of the gold exported in 1907 
amounted to some 1,566l., the whole of it going from Muanza vid 
the Uganda Railway and Mombasa. 

Mica.—The production of mica, which is found chiefly in tle 
Uluguru Mountains near Morogoro, has largely increased in the 
last two years. There are now 35 mines in operation employing 
some 500 labourers. The export in 1907, chiefly from Dar-es- 
Salaam, amounted in value to 38,401/. The mica is split, 
trimmed and packed in boxes. Mica also exists in smaller 
quantities at the north end of Lake Kivu and near Mahenge. 


Salt.—Brine springs exist near Rutschugi on the River 
Mlagarassi, which flows into Lake ‘l'anganyika south of Udjiji. The 
Gottorp saltpan, which employés 200 to 250 native workmen, 
produced 1,605 tons of salt in 1907. The salt springs of Lake 
Magad near the British border are a State monopoly, and 
negotiations are on foot to lease them. There is little or no export 
of salt, practically the whole amount produced being consumed in 
the country. 

Garnets.—Garnets are found in the Luisenfelde, just to the 
north of the Portuguese border, and also near Mpapua. Garnets 
to the value of 4141. were exported from Lindi in 1907. 

Agates.—Agates occur with amethysts in the neighbourhood of 
the brine springs already mentioned, south of Rutschugi on the 
Mlagarassi River. They are, however, of no commercial im- 
portance at present. 

Copper.—Copper is believed to exist in considerable quantities 
near Massassi in the extreme south of the colony. 

Lead.—Lead ore occurs at Kondoa Irangi, but is not yet. worked. 

Coal.—Coal occurs some 25 miles west of Mwaja, at the north 
end of Lake Nyassa, near the British border, and also near 
Wiedhafen on the eastern shore of the same lake, but it is not yet 
worked, wood being used as fuel on the lake steamers. 

Lignite and graphite—Lignite and graphite occur in several 
localities in the Lindi hinterland. 

Bitumen.— Bitumen is found at the extreme north end of Lake 
Tanganyika. 

Iron ore.—The iron ore required for the native iron industry is 
found in various parts of the colony, but chiefly in the districts 
round the shores of Lake Victoria Nyanza. ‘There is no export of 
the ore. 

Limestone.— Limestone occurs near Tanga and Mahenge. 

Kaolin.— Kaolin (china clay) exists in the Karagwe district in 
the extreme north-west of the colony, not far from Buboba. 
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MEXICO. 


H.M. Consul at Tampico (Mr. H. W. Wilson) reports that an 
enormous impetus has been given to the oil 


ros nar industry in that district by the bringing in of 
-_ tg the famous Dos Bocas gusher. The original pro- 


duction of this well was estimated at 90,000 
barrels per day, and, but for the unfortunate occurrence of the 
well catching fire almost immediately after it was struck and 
burning continuously for 48 days, it would have been the largest 
producer of fuel oil in the world. Since the bringing in of this 
well, all the oil lands in the district have been rapidly acquired 
by two rival companies. Both of these companies have large 
staffs of engineers in the field and are pushing forward the drilling 
of new wells. The oil produced is a strictly fuel oil of from 12 to 
18 degrees gravity, Beaumé. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


GERMAN EAST AFRICA, 


The following notes on the sisal industry in German East 
Africa have been received from Mr. Vice- 
Sisal Industry. Consul Young :— 

Perhaps the most remarkable development 
which German East Africa has experienced is in the cultivation of 
sisal (ayave rigida sisalana). The attempts made by Germany to 
promote sisal cultivation in her colonies date back to the year 1893, 
but it was not until 1898 that the fibre was for the first time pro- 
duced in German East Africa. In the decade which has elapsed 
since then, the cultivation of the sisal plant has increased by leaps 
and bounds, with the result that in 1907 the exports of this fibre 
surpassed even rubber in value and took the first place among the 
exports of the colony. 

This development has been especially marked during recent 
years, as will be seen from the following export figures :— 


Tons. £ Tons. £ 
1903 ... 421 ... 16,205 1906 ... 1,820... 67,408 
1904 ... 764 ... 28,587 1907 ... 2,830... 108,084 
1905 ... 1,140... 44,356 | 


Thus, the exports of sisal fibre from German East Africa 
have increased nearly sevenfold in five years. The above 
figures give an average value at the port of shipment of 381. 
per ton during the five years in question. The highest value 
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was 39/., in 1905, the lowest 36/. 10s.,in 1906. The steady rise in 
price on the home market has led to the establishment of an ever- 
increasing number of sisal undertakings, and for the present no 
excessive fall in price is anticipated, as the care with which it is 
prepared has given the sisal fibre of German Mast Africa a reputa- 
tion for high quality. 

At the end of the year 1908 there were in existence in German 
Kast Africa eighteen companies devoted to the cultivation of sisal, 
in addition to a very large number of plantations owned by indi- 
viduals. It is impossible to obtain a reliable estimate of the total 
number of plants in the country, as the majority of them are still 
only seedlings and more are continually being planted. It is 
reliably estimated, however, that there will be in the Wilhelmstal 





district alone between 5,000,000 and 6,000,000 plants ready for. 


cutting in 1909. In Pangani the number of plants was estimated 
at nearly 4,000,000 at the beginning of 1908. Lindi is said to 
possess 1,500,000 plants ripe for cutting and some 3,000,000 
seedlings. 





ROUMANIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) has furnished the 
following particulars of the state of the 


Textile Industry. Roumanian textile industry :— 


The total value of the textiles produced in: 


Roumania has increased rapidly in the last few years. The goods 
made are of the cheaper kinds. Excepting hemp, no textile fibres are 
spun. ‘ 

"There are 10 textile factories at work, with a total capital of about 
500,0001.; their profits vary very greatly and two of them (each 
with a capital of 1,000,000 fr.) paid no dividend in 1907-8, while 
the net profits of the rest amounted to something under 40,000J. 

Though the number of agents for the sale of textile goods 1s far 
too large, there were comparatively few failures in this branch 
during 1908. British firms give credits of 6, 9, or even 12 
months, There are three woollen cloth mills working, 
but they only produce the coarser kinds such as are used 
for military uniforms and peasants’ clothing. The cloth trade 
in 1908 was in a healthy condition, and very few failures were. 
reported. ‘There is a considerable demand, and orders are placed 
not direct with the manufacturers but through commission firms. 
who can deal with. miscellaneous orders. ‘The demand is for very 
heavy cloths, and there is a large consumption of wadding, a good 
deal of which comes from abroad, although there are two factories 


in the country. 
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AGRICULTURE: 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the Ist May, 1909, were 
as follows :— 
Wheat ... one eee wo. 428, 54, } 
Barley ... ove eee eo 278. 10d. 
Oats : . o« - wae w. 20s. Od. 


For further particulars see p. 290. 


A statement is published on p. 291, showing the quantities of 

, the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
po cer ta imported into the United Kingdom during the 
. uce. week ended the Ist May, 1909, as well as of 
the imports during the corresponding week of 1908. 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
The Representative in London of the Commonwealth of Australia 


(Captain R. Muirhead Collins, C.M.G.) states 
that experiments in rice growing in _ the 
Northern Territory of Australia are reported to 
be most promising and afford evidence that the 
best grain can be produced. The difficulty arising out of the fact 
that local labour is dearer than that of other rice-producing 
countries, such as China and India, has been overcome by the 
introduction of special self-binding rice harvesters. 


Rice Growing in 
the Northern 
Territory. 





NATAL: . 
The following particulars of the Natal black wattle bark and tea 


industries are extracted from the Annual Report 


Bags avon of the Durban Chamber of Commerce for 
—— 861908 — 


Industries. The black wattle bark industry® is in a most 


encouraging condition. Early in 1908 it was expected that there 
would be a substantial increase in the export as compared with 
that of the previous year; the total export, however, was but 
24.587 tons, valued at 133,509/., as against 23,839 tons, valued at 
136,875/., in 1907. The spread of tick fever during the year 
disorganised farmers’ transport from farm to railway, and prevented 
the expected increase in production from being realised. During 
the year there were considerable fluctuations in the price in 
Europe, the lowest and highest prices being 7/. 5s. and 8/. 15s. 
respectively (c.i.f. London and optional ports). 

The sowing of new plantations was vigorously . prosecuted 
during the year, and it is expected that the export of black wattle . 
bark from Natal will double itself within the next five or six years. 





- * An article on the subject of this industry appeared in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 4th March last (p. 417). 
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NAT ALi—continued. 


The present season has so far been a very good one for the tea 
crop ; weather conditions have been favourable, and it is estimated 
that this season’s output will amount to quite three million 
pounds. The exportation of Natal teas to countries outside the 
Customs Union has been considerably less than it was in the 
previous year (276,000 lbs. in 1908, as compared with 584,000 los. 
in 1907), owing to the serious fall in the price of low grade teas on 
the London market, but the local demand is steadily increasing, 
and it is expected that the South African market will be able to 
take the present season’s crop. 


The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Durban (Mr. A. D. C. Agnew) 
; reports that in order to encourage the develop- 
—— ment of agriculture, the Natal Government have 
acquired a number of farms in the Vryheid 
district, and will endeavour to assist in the settlement of farmers 
on them. ‘There isa large native population, from which, it is said, 
a good supply of labour can be drawn. Mr. Agnew adds that the 
opening up of the Vryheid district will no doubt in course of time 
necessitate the importation of considerable quantities of agricultural 
machinery, implements, &c. 


GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Young reports that the progress of cotton- 
growing in German Kast Africa, on which high 





Phare Sal hopes are placed, may be judged from the 
itivati following figures, which show the amount and 
Cultivation. value of the exports during the years 1905-7 :-— 
" Cwts. £ 
ae T= site bite co. ae 9,838 
1906 a8 ‘oi oti i eee 8,967 
1907 aa ... 4,683 11,226 


It is estimated that some two-thirds of the amount exported in 
1907 was produced by natives, who are quite satisfied at obtaining, 
on the spot, a price of 10 to 12 hellers (14d. to 2d.) per lb. of 
unginned cotton. In Bagamoyo, Rufiji and Kilwa almost every 
native who owns a plot of land has his cotton patch, and the 
demand for seed continues to be very brisk. 

Cotton growing in the interior is just emerging with most 
encouraging results from the experimental stage, especially favour- 
able reports emanating from the Bismarckburg district; cotton 
growing round Lake Rukwa dates from olden times, and the locally 
woven black and white cloth finds a market in the surrounding 
country. 

The spread of cotton plantations is very noticeable along the 
Morogoro: Railway, and at Morogoro and Kilossa, which latter - 
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place has not yet been reached by the railway, there are already 
some 2,000 acres under cultivation with most satisfactory results, 
although both these places lie some 1,500 feet above sea level. On 
many of the plantations cotton is grown as a catch crop with Ceara 
rubber. Many of the plantations now possess gins for extracting 
the cotton seeds, and all the cotton is so treated before export. 

With regard to rubber, the Vice-Consul states that a verv 
remarkable development is shown by plantations of Ceara rubber 
(Manihot Glaziovii). It is estimated that in the next two or three 
years the total number of trees in the colony will have increased 
to some 6,000,000. The chief districts in which this rubber is 
grown are Wilhelmstal, Lindi, Kilwa and the lowlands of Moschi, 
while plantations are springing up at many points along the two 
railways. 





FRANCE (TUNIS), 


H.M. Consul-General at Tunis (Mr. E. J. L. Berkeley, C.B.) 
. reports that, after the bad agricultural year of 
Grain Crops. 1908, the grain crops for 1909 promise well. 
In the South, Sfax, Sousse and Kairouan 
districts the crops ure likely to be abundant owing to plentiful 
rains, and there will be ample barley available for export. 
Harvesting was expected to begin at the end of April or early in 
May. Rumours to the effect that damage had been done by 
recent droughts and swarms of locusts are, H.M. Consul-General 
believes, inaccurate. 





COREA. 


The Acting British Consul at Chemulpo (Mr. E. H. Holmes) reports 
Cultivati that the cultivation of beet for sugar manu- 
ivation of = fg ne j a ; el etnies: 

Sugar Beet. acture is as yet in an experimental stage in 

Corea, and, although it would appear from the 
results of two years’ tests that the climate of the country is adapted 
to the cultivation of German beet on a large scale, no attempt has 
as yet been made in this direction pending the results of more 
comprehensive tests. 

Some two or three years ago it was reported that an American 
capitalist had projected a scheme for introducing foreign capital 
with a view to cultivating sugar beet on a large scale in the 
northern part of the country, and to the erection of refineries, but 
the practical difficulties were found to be so great that the scheme 
was dropped. 

Should it be conclusively demonstrated by successive experiments 
that sugar beet can be successfully and profitably cultivated in Corea, 
there is little doubt, says the Acting Consul, that it will figure 
largely in the agricultural industry of the country, as there are 
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considerable areas, especially in the northern districts, which, while 
not adapted to the cultivation of rice and other staples, might 
profitably be put under beet. Japanese agriculturists are said to 
be watching with interest the results of the experiments at the 
Government model farm at Suwon. 

A translation of the report on the results of the experiments in 
beet cultivation on this model farm in 1907 may be seen by British 
firms interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton_imported into the United Kingdom 
: during the week ended 29th April, 1909, 
Cotton Statistics. was 41,208 (including 119 bales British West 
Indian, 15 bales British West African, and 437 
bales British East African), and the number imported during the 
seventeen weeks ended the 29th April was 1,904,754 (including 3,433 
bales British West Indian, 3,267 bales British West African, 3,253 
. bales British East African, and 282 bales foreign East African). 
The number of bales exported during the week ended the 29th 
April was 3,360, and during the seventeen weeks 101,937. 
Yor further details see p. 290. 


The sixty-first annual meeting of the Association of Trade 
Forthcomin Protection Societies of the United Kingdom 
Meeting of a will be held at Prince’s Hotel, Jermyn Street, 
paniibnthen' of S.W., on 12th May, 1909. The chair will 

Trade Protection be taken at 10 o'clock precisely by the Presi- 

Societies of dent, Mr. G. M. Chamberlin. Motions will be 
United Kingdom proposed on the following among other sub- 
' jects :—Bankruptcy Law Reform ; Administra- 

tion of a Deceased’s Estate; County Courts Reform; Companies 

Act; Postal Reform; Ministry of Commerce; Income Tax— 

Depreciation in Plant, Machinery, &c. ; Co-operative Societies and 

Income Tax; European Telegraph Rates; Railways; Owners’ 

Risk ; Commercial Travellers’ Licences; Transfer of Goods Bill ; 

Sale of Food and Drugs Act; Daylight Saving Bill. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, from the Superintendent of Indian 
Government Printing, copies of the following 

poner "y — publications :—A lecture on “Lac and Lac 
Raabe Pe : : Cultivation,” by the extra Assistant Conservator 
Pure Shellac of Forests, Central Provinces; “ Notes on Sal 

’ in Bengal,” by the Conservator of Forests, 
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Bengal; ‘‘ A Note on the Manufacture of Pure Shellac,” by the 
Acting Imperial Forest Chemist. 
These publications may be seen by British firms interested, on 


application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





ITALY, 


The “ Gazzetta Ufficiale ” (Rome) of 22nd April publishes a decree 
containing technical and hygienic regulations 


ee to which it will be necessary to conform in 
Regulations in . ' rego 
District connection with any repair or rebuilding 
BS eng operations to be carried out in the districts 
7 y affected by the earthquake of the 28th Decem- 
Earthquakes. 


ber, 1908, or by any previous earthquakes. 

The “ Gazzetta,” containing further particulars, may be seen by 
British firms on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of 'Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





ROUMANIA. 


H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) reports as follows 
Working of the — the working of the Roumanian In- 
ustrial Law :— 

APRESS SAAT The chief conditions demanded by the State 
from factories which seek encouragement under the Industrial Law 
of 1887 are that the capital shall be at least 2,000/. and the number 
of hands employed daily shall be not less than 25, of whom tiwo- 
thirds must be Roumanians. The privileges granted are free 
sites, freedom from taxation, duty-free importation of raw material 
and necessary machinery, and a deduction of 45 per cent. from the 
ordinary railway rates. There are over 500 establishments enjoying 
all or some of these privileges. At present the stipulation that 
two-thirds of the persons employed in any undertaking should be 
Roumanians is in practice interpreted so that this proportion con- 
sists chiefly of unskilled or less skilled workmen; if the technical 
and administrative staff were similarly composed (and this was 
ordered by a Government circular of March, 1907, afterwards 
withdrawn), a great many of the most important industrial enter- 
prises would find themselves in difficulties, for in the present state 
of technical and commercial education, in spite of recent progress, 
there are not sufficient Roumanians qualified to hold the posts now 
filled by many foreigners. ‘The general opinion is that the law 
needs revision (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 29th April, 
p. 235); among the changes asked for is that something should be 
done for the smaller industries and for individual craftsmen. 

The law seems neither to have brought great benefit to the com- 
munity nor to have satisfied the factory owners, excepting those 
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ROU MANIA—continued. 


who enjoy such monopolies as the making of sugar, paper and 
army cloth. Towards the end of 1908 the Bucharest Chamber of 
Commerce presented to the Ministry of Industry and Commerce an 
address asking for the strict fulfilment of the law as regards the 
following points, among others:—The grant of free factory sites, 
the right to use the public roads for pipes, electric wires, &.; a 
preference for Roumanians over foreigners in the case of all public 
tenders for the central government or local authorities. The 
Minister granted the last of these requests, and in January, 
1909, a circular was issued to the effect that for all public 
contracts the value of which does not exceed 1,200/. ‘ Roumanians ” 
are to have the preference, even when their tenders amount to 
as much as 5 per cent. higher than those of their foreign 
competitors. There was also a demand for such an adjustment of 
railway tariffs as would tend to keep out foreign goods, and it was 
asked that specifications for public contracts should be drawn up 
so as to give advantages to home manufacturers. 


H.M. Consul also reports that during the year 1908 a new cement 
factory was built at Comarnic; it does not 
belong to the cartel formed in 1902 by the three 
existing works, and has the advantage of using 
cheap petroleum fuel instead of Cardiff coal, but, on the other 
hand, its geographical position is unfavourable compared with that 
of the Braila and Cernavoda works, which are on the Danube; its 
annual production is estimated at from 12,000 to 15,000 tons. 
The annual consumption of Roumania varies considerably, but 
since 1905 it has been about 35,000 tons. The demand is kept 
up by the Jassy waterworks and the Beresti tunnel works, which 
are still proceeding, and Constantza harbour works are likely to 
take large quantities during the next five or six years; otherwise 
all depends on the condition of the building trade, which, like 
everything else in the country, is contingent on the harvest. The 
production last year of all the cement works was not more than 
59,000 tons, but now, since the opening of the Comarnic works 
and the extension of the other works, especially those at Braila, 
about 118,000 tons could be turned out annually (Cernavode, 
40,000 tons; Azuga, 15,000 tons; Comarnic,-15,000 tons; Braila, 
48,000 tons), a quantity more than double the probable con- 
sumption ; nevertheless, it is reported that German capitalists are 
about to start another factory, and that the Government has already 
authorised the scheme and granted privileges to its promoters. It 
is probable that in 1909 about 50,000 tons of Roumanian cement 
will be “dumped” abroad, chiefly in Bulgaria, Servia and Turkey, 
where there seem to be no works; Egypt is already buying from 
Braila. The importation of cement into Roumania, in which the 
United Kingdom was formerly interested, has practically ceased 
since 1905. 


Cement 
Production. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 17 weeks ended 
29th April, 1909 :— 





























Week ended 17 Weeks Week ended 17 Weeks 
a 29th April, | og¢n “A prii,|| 29th April, | ooh A orl 
1909, pri’, 1909, ene 
1909, ‘ 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American ... 20k eo} 21,928 1,582,251 2,489 69,789 
Brazilian bin is ee — 8,088 — 2,067 
East Indian ... bes be 3,195 47,554 224 13,076 
Egyptian oals bie one 13,845 241,2 400 14,699 
Miscellaneous enie saad 2.240* 25,6287 247 2,306 
Sea i OW EE age | ae 3,360 101,937 

















* Including 119 bales British West Indian, 15 bales British West African, and 
437 bales British East African. 

+ Including 3,433 bales British West Indian, 3,267 bales British West African, 
3,253 bales British East African and 282 bales foreign East African. 

NoTe.—Cotton “in transit” or “ for poms Peper under bond,” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended Ist May, 1909, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 








Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

s 4d, & dd. s° dd. 

Week ended ist May, 1909... si wa ae SE 27 10 20 0 
Corresponding week in— 7 

1902 ... ios ose one bin wa a. Se 26 10 22 «6 

1903 ... ans eee oon _— ttt. * 21 10 18 .$ 

1904 ... aes nee one bee wh ma, + 20 8 ee 

1905 ... oee ose jae fe an a § 25 $ 18 0 

1906 ... see see osk eee cel Tae ee 23 10 19 9 

1907 ... eee ebe éae ome od tae. 2 23. «6 19 $8 

1908 ... ses aan a eee ne. 25 8 18 0 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be mace at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended lst May, 1909, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


previous year. 




















Week ended | Correspond- 
_ Ist May, | ing Week in 
1909. 1908. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows and calves Number 6,738 6,201 
Sheep and lambs ” a 964 
Swine eee ” — — 
Horses a 409 | 361 
Fresh meat :— | 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) Cwts. 98,667 | 98,020 
Mutton mt " oe. “ 82,323 | 100,560 
Pork ” y) : , eee ” 6,040 10,813 
Meat unenumerated, fresh (including re- = 12,185 14,776 
frigerated and frozen) 
Salted or preserved 
Bacon ... Cwts. 89,840 131,444 
Beef dé ” 1,436 2,234 
Hams on * 23,501 32,768 
Pork paar ai gS. ih ga ge . 6,392 
Meat, unenumerated, salted ... its sé “ 1,527 1,930 
4, preserved otherwise than by salting i 7,456 6,945 
(including tinned and pare 
Dairy Produce and substitutes :— 
Butter . ™ sad ee Cwts. 77,043 17,533 
Margarine “ 16,031 15,007 
Cheese oti ove oma + 17.979 24,969 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ra oe om 
» cream eee - a 112 91 
» condensed oie soe ui 25,920 16,330 
» preserved, other kinds ... ine a 79 12 
Eggs de site ..| Grt. Hundr. 225,341 270,418 
Poultry Value £ 19,864 4,014 
Game nae we es nail ms 185 5,049 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) Cwts. 19,655 1,141 
Lard eee eee vee od 9 29,139 36,929 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
Wheat .. ide ded : Cwts. 1,672,000 
Wheat meal and flour... " - "159,900 arrrye 
Barley oe sve ; re 229,500 57,200 
Oats ? " 297,600 248,000 
Peas “ - 21,740 14,860 
Beans ood enh ‘ “ 6,450 2.770 
Maize or Indian corn .. a 498,100 652,300 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples ... wes une “i Cwts. 16,961 35,754 
Apricots and peaches ... ee . l dake 
Bananas ... is ..-| Bunches. 135,283 140.270 
Cherries ... , - Cwts. _ am 
Currants . o - _ _ 
Gooseberries , oe a -- 5 
Grapes ° es pa 585 513 
Lemons ... , ane va 80,918 | 82,650 
Oranges ... . ide “ 166,398 | 171,144 
Pears ‘ eee * 442 | 151 
Plums ‘ eee x 5 —- 
Strawberries in... main - _ wie 
Unenumerated ... "ae a 1,723 264 
Hay sie - ons} Tons. 1,470 312 
Straw eee . oes . 391 22 
Moss litter ... . . 1,735 1,846 
Hops ye ..| Cwts. 1,340 2760 
Locust beans ; ol sa 807 "300 
Vegetables, raw :— | , 
Onions ... eee ; .| Bushels. 143,625 283,911 
Potatoes ‘ , | Cwts. 63,327 305,557 
Tomatoes ‘ e 23,461 15,545 
Unenumerated ke ; . Value £ 16,982 14,510 
Vegetables, dried... ... as. : | Cwts. 4,874 15,904 
- preserved by canning ° ail = 11,672 §,847 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1909, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 4d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes and a 
Supplement of the “ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the 
year 1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first volume, 
3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 10d. for the supplement. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive in- 
formation than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the 
first volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, ‘and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Supplement abstract and detailed tables 
showing countries of consignment of re and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the April 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in March; Marnings and 
Hours of Labour in the Textile Trades; Employment and Output 
at Coal Mines in 1908; Fatal Industrial Accidents in 1908; 
Diseases of Occupations in 1908 ; German Census of Occupations 
in 1907; Recent Cases under the Conciliation Act. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Consular Reports of the Annual Series have been 
issued during the past week :— 


ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 4,188. Trade of Constantinople and District in 1908. 


Imports, exports and ship- Turkish Government con- 
ping at Constantinople for tracts. 
year ended February, 1908. Scheme of public works: 
Trade of the United King- railways, harbours. 
dom with Turkey. Map of Turkey in Europe. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price ld. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 4,199. Trade of Savannah in 1908. 


Agricultural products. British and foreign shipping. 
Port improvements. Industries. 
Principal imports. Labour conditions. 
Decline in exports. Trade of Charleston: im- 
Production, consumption, ports of phosphate. 

and export of cotton. Rice and tea crops of South 
Prices of turpentine and Carolina. 

resin during 1908. Trade of Brunswick, Georgia. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Egypt. No.1 (1909). Reports by His Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 
General on the Finances, Administration and Condition of Egypt and 
the Soudan in 1908. [Cd. 4580.] Price 834d. 


This is the annual report (for 1908) on the progress of the 
various Administrative Departments of the Egyptian Government. 
It contains among other matter observations upon the census of 
1907, together with particulars relating to finance, agriculture, 
irrigation, public works, public health, justice and education. 
’ An annex dealing with British trade with Egypt in 1908 shows 
that the imports into Egypt from all countries amounted to 
£E25,100,397, as compared with £E26,120,777 in 1907, of which 
the United Kingdom contributed £EH8,264,813 in 1908 and 
£K8,492,847 in 1907; exports from Egypt during 1908 amounted 
to £E21,315,673, as against £E28,013,185 in the previous year, the 
United Kingdom taking 52°3 per cent. and 54°4 per cent. 
respectively. 

The report on Egypt is followed by a report on the economics, 
finance, communications, public works, irrigation, administra- 
tion, &c., of the Soudan. 


Coal Exports, &e. 111. Prue 44d. 


This return, which has been prepared in the Board of Trade 
from statistics supplied by the Commissioners of His Majesty’s 
Customs, contains statistics showing, for the years 1907 and 1908, 
the export of coal from each port in the United Kingdom to each 
country abroad, the export of coal in every period of three months 
from the principal districts of the United Kingdom to the principal 
groups of foreign countries, and also the quantity of coal shipped 
at each port in the United Kingdom for ships’ use on foreign 
voyages during like periods (in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper, No. 100, of Session 1908). 
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Government Publications. 











FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
the lst January, 1909, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed i in Italic type. 






































No. Place. Price No. Place. Price 
| _ASIA— 
EUROPE— | China: : 
| Belgium : | 4185 | | Antung, 1908 oe gel OM 
4182 Antwerp, Shipping, 1908 ..., 6§d.|/ 4190 | Nanning, 1907-8... -».| ld. 
France : | Japan: 
4194 Pondicherry, 1908 ... ... 9d. || 672 | Raw Silk Industry and 
| Habutae (Japanese Manu- 
Italy : | | factured Silk)... | 3d. 
4183 | | Southern Italy, 1908 ... ld. || 674 | Matting Industry ... 14d. 
673 | | Agriculture 7 Southern | Sugar Industry of South 
| Italy be .- 24. || 675 | Formosa, 1908 ... lid. 
| | | Mining Industry in the 
Netherlands: | 676 Hokkaido ... e oo.| Ldd. 
4196  patit Pappan, Koetei and | 
| Dutch East Borneo woe | 9. || Persia: 
| | 4184 | Azerbaijan, 1906-8 . woe| 20. 
| Portugal : 4179 | Bushire, 1907-8... ...| 4d, 
4181 | Goa, 1907... io | ld. || 
| AMERICA, NORTH— 
Russia: | Mexico : 
4198 | Batoum, 1908 seal ... 2$d.|| 4189 | Budget, 1909-10... ws] 2d. 
4200 | Progreso, 1908 yan wool $0. 
Sweden : | 
4186 | Finances, 1907 ae vos | United States: 
| | 4192 | New York, New Jersey, 
Switzerland: | | Rhode Island and Con- 
4178 | | Budget, 1909 son ot ae 7 | necticut, 1908 ... | Vad. 
| 4199 | Savannah, 1908 _..... vee] he 
Turkey : | 
4197 | Adrianople, 1908... mee AMERICA, SOUTH— 
4188 | Constantinople, 1908 .. 8d. || Colombia: 
| 4187 | Finances ... woe] Lhd, 
| 4195 | Santa Marta, 1908 . ua. ld. 
_AFRICA— Bice 
4193 | Port Sudan, 1908 ... see! $4. | WEST INDIES— 
| | | Cuba, 1907 ... - 
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Confidential information. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information (chiefly as to openings abroad for British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and in order to attain more fully the 
purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
turers or traders interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. Other 
British firms desiring to have their names entered on this Register 
. should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
a form of application, copies of which may be obtained at the 
offices of the Branch. 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
“ Board cf Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in that Journal. The annual subscription to the 
Journal, including postage, is 15s. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and it® 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 

Note.—Apart from the special Register, the Branch is always 
ready to answer, as far as possible, enquiries on specific questions 
in the interest of British trade. 
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Commeroial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of Canada and Queensland have established, 
in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basing- 
hall Street, special offices for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘‘ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, 
Tweeddale Court; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, 
Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from Messrs. G. 
Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Inielligence Branch, Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 

Trade Enquiry Offices are maintained in London by certain 
Colonial Governments at the following addresses :— 
“ Canada ...  & ... 79, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Commonwealthof Australia 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 

New Zealand... ... 18, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Queensland va ... 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Victoria ais ... Melbourne Place, Strand, W.C. 

New South Wales ... 123-5, Cannon Street, E.C. 

South Australia... ... 28, Bishepsgate Street Within, H.C. 

Cape of Good Hope ... 98, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Natal... on ... 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 























